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This passage from Ernst Fraenkel’s formidable work The Dual 
State warns us. We are in difficult times. Populist and 
authoritarian leaders work to neuter and dismantle rule-of-

law norms internationally, as they do domestically, often in the 
name of sovereignty and security. Trends toward undermining 
international law and institutions ultimately do not bode well for 
rule-of-law protections at home. 

It is a cliché that the concept of the rule of law is contested, so 
let me clarify what I mean by it. I conceive of the rule of law as 
an ideal, a principle, under which individuals and communities 
are not subject to the arbitrary exercise of power. Ultimately, for 
the rule of law to become effective, it must be institutionalized 
as part of a culture of conduct. It must become a practice. 

These practices are in recession. The World Justice Project found 
that, in 2021, the rule of law had declined to different degrees in 
74% of countries representing 85% of the world’s population. 
Trends have moved in this direction for a decade. In parallel, 
governments—both authoritarian and democratic—increasingly 
challenge international institutions and international law, be 
they international tribunals or human rights and other monitor-
ing bodies. 

International law and international institutions are critical for the 
rule of law in an interconnected world. They directly and indi-
rectly implicate rule-of-law practices within states through the 
normative, institutional, and material resources that they provide. 

To start, international law is essential for constraining power’s 
arbitrary exercise through fostering international peace. The 
recognition of state boundaries and prohibition of the use of 
force except in self-defense helps ensure international peace 
and reduce the violence of war, thus benefiting individuals  
and communities. 

The mission of the American Society of International Law is to 
promote the establishment and maintenance of international 
relations on the basis of law and justice. We foster the study of 
international law in support of the resolution of international 
conflicts through international law and institutions in lieu of 

“The legal theory of post-war German counter-revolutionists was 
decisively influenced by international events and the concept which 
permitted an unlimited sovereignty to ignore international law is 
the source of the theory that political activity is not subject to legal 
regulation. This was the presupposition for the theory of the 
Prerogative State.”

coercion and violence. This normative stance is important for all 
peoples, but particularly those in less powerful states.

Among the core aims of international courts and other institu-
tions is the peaceful resolution of disputes. Without the 
International Court of Justice and other international tribunals, 
states would face greater challenges in peacefully resolving dis-
putes. Take for example international boundary disputes. The ICJ 
has been particularly effective in peacefully resolving disputes in 
this area, complemented by the Permanent Court of Arbitration 
and the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea. Political 
scientist Wayne Sandholtz and I calculate, in a forthcoming work 
on the rule of law, that, international tribunals heard 53 bound-
ary disputes between 1951 and 2021, including 22 land boundary 
disputes, 19 maritime boundary disputes, and 12 disputes involv-
ing a mix of both. Overall, states complied either fully or partially 
with 85 percent of the ensuing judgments.

The ICJ is complemented by other general purpose and special-
ized international tribunals. For example, The World Trade 
Organization has provided a legalized system for resolving trade 
disputes. Without it, trade wars are much more difficult to 
restrain, since tit-for-tat retaliation can lead to greater distrust 
and conflict. The tariff and currency wars of the 1930s illustrate 
the stakes. The world risks returning to the turmoil of those 
times, where U.S. Secretary of State Cordell Hull maintained that 
“economic blocs … were the root cause of the instability of the 
period and the onset of the war.” The U.S.-China trade war 
launched in 2018 and the blocking of the WTO’s dispute settle-
ment system augur ill.

Global threats other than war affect the security of borders. Most 
saliently, climate change poses existential risks, presaged by 
severe droughts and storms, cataclysmic fires, and flooding. 
These threats can spur interstate conflicts, whether over access 
to scarce water from shared lakes and river systems or because 
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believe we can do 
better with respect 
to the second. 
Indeed, ASIL 
remains the pre-
mier international 
law society in the 
world. AJIL is widely 
seen as the journal 
of record in our 
field, and in its 117th 
year, the Society’s Annual Meeting is still 
the single most important convening of 
the world’s leading minds in the interna-
tional law field. Beyond these offerings, 
our other publications and substantive 
programming are second to none. 

Yet is our extraordinary and expansive 
work product having the desired effect? In 
the realm of international relations, are we 
informing and influencing outcomes. I 
would like to see us do a better job of 
translating insight into impact.

Bearing this purpose in mind, ASIL 
President Gregory Shaffer and I met in 
early January to compare notes. With a 
couple of months under my belt, I had 
identified six or seven programmatic and/
or institutional goals I would like to 
accomplish in 2023. Greg too had six or 
seven goals for the year. We soon commit-
ted to paper fourteen shared goals—our 
fourteen-point plan for 2023.

Days later, a cheeky friend reminded me of 
President Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen 
Points, a peace plan intended to bring 
“Great War” belligerents to the negotiating 
table, and of French Foreign Minister 
Clemenceau’s reaction to that plan and 
subsequent observation that even “God 
Almighty had only ten points.” Indeed, our 
fourteen-point plan is ambitious, but if we 
move just a small handful of these goals 
to completion this year, we will have 
greatly advanced our cause.

ASIL has delivered on the inward facing 
portion of its mission (the study of inter-
national law) and will continue to deliver 
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In this, my inaugural contribution to the 
Society’s newsletter, I would first like to 
thank ASIL’s talented staff, extraordi-

nary members, and deeply committed 
leadership for the warm welcome that I 
received in joining the Society as 
Executive Director and Executive Vice 
President last fall. Thank you for orienting 
me, for answering my naïve questions, for 
patiently unfolding before me the inner 
workings of the Society, for supporting me, 
and for encouraging me. Thank you for the 
many invitations—lunch, dinner, drinks, 
coffee—and for the enlightening conversa-
tions. I have benefited greatly from the 
shared wisdom of our community.

I would also like to offer a hearty thank 
you to my predecessor Mark Agrast for his 
years of dedicated service and for leaving 
the Society in such a strong position. I can 
only hope to build upon Mark’s successes.

Last summer, in our first conversation, 
members of the executive director search 
committee asked for my perspective on 
where ASIL stands today, my sense of our 
Society’s public purpose, image, and effi-
cacy. I would like to share some of my 
reflections with you, my fellow members.

When I think of the Society’s purpose, our 
mission, I see a bifurcation. To me, the 
first part of the mission “to foster the 
study of international law” speaks to the 
inherent value of international law while the 
second part, “to promote the establish-
ment and maintenance of international 
relations on the basis of law and justice” 
speaks to the instrumental value or applied 
value of international law—the power of 
law to shape a more peaceful, prosperous, 
and just world. While the components of 
this two-part mission are obviously linked 
to one another, they are at the same time, 
at least on an operational level, distinct.

That is, we are called upon not only to 
generate insight but also to generate impact.

We have done a fantastic job with respect 
to the first element of our mandate, but I 
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Notes from the President —continued from page 1

internal upheaval spills over borders, increasing the risks of pow-
er’s arbitrary exercise. International cooperation is required to 
address and respond to climate change’s underlying causes since 
one state’s efforts go to naught if greenhouse gas-intensive pro-
duction shifts elsewhere, and other states take no action.

International law and institutions can facilitate cooperation, such 
as through binding rules, reciprocal pledges, and the generation 
of funding to address climate change risks, harms, and adapta-
tions. As with international law aimed at reducing the risks of 
war, international law and institutions addressing climate change 
indirectly support rule-of-law goals by reducing the subsequent 
risks of power’s arbitrary exercise. 

International law and institutions are important for norm-making, 
oversight, assessment, and support of rule-of-law initiatives and 
practices within states, thus helping to protect individuals and 
communities from power’s arbitrary exercise in multiple ways. 
They can create focal points for transnational networks of civil 
society groups that help to embolden and empower those 
advancing rule-of-law goals.

International law and institutions are best viewed as part of 
larger transnational normative processes involving the convey-
ance of norms and practices, which ultimately are applied within 
states toward individuals and communities. International human 
rights law and institutions arguably are most powerful when 
national institutions, such as national courts, reference and 
enforce international norms within national systems. This trans-
national framing of international law views international courts in 
a multi-dimensional space. As Kim Lane Scheppele—who will 
give our 2023 Grotius Lecture—counsels, international courts 
should not be viewed hierarchically as super appeals courts or as 
back stops to national courts, but rather as part of broader nor-
mative orders that horizontally among themselves, and vertically 
in relation to national courts, affect institutional practices for the 
protection of individuals and communities.

Analytic frameworks of viewing international and national law in 
dynamic relationship with each other help explain rule-of-law 
challenges today. The interaction of domestic and international 
factors can give rise to virtuous or vicious cycles for rule-of-law 
protections. Transnational legal processes provide normative 
resources to protect human rights, uphold democratic processes, 
and safeguard the rule of law. But they also can work in reverse. 

Let us not be naïve. International law, as all law, has its patholo-
gies and challenges. It can accommodate the arbitrary exercise 
of power, or it can constrain such power. International law too 
must be subject to vigilance, critique, and reform.

Yet, today, international law and institutions are increasingly con-
tested through a combination of illiberal domestic developments 
within traditional democracies and the rise of authoritarian gov-
ernments internationally. These two dynamics reinforce each 
other and could spur new existential crises for international law 
and institutions.

In 1941, Fraenkel wrote, “the validity of all rules of international 
law is limited by the reservation that a state may repudiate any-
one of them if and when its security is threatened.” The National 
Socialists brought that theory home with the Emergency Decree 
of February 28, 1933, and the acts that followed in its name. 
Increasingly we witness the securitization of policy in terms of 
the “friend/enemy” distinction—to take from the Nazi legal theo-
rist Carl Schmitt—and the “real People” versus the others—to 
take from contemporary anti-pluralist populists. We see this 
playing out in Russia today. Where might it happen next? And 
under what guise?

To counter existing trends, we need vehement support of rule-
of-law principles at the domestic and international levels in par-
allel. On the one hand, a critical challenge is how to stabilize 
and revitalize rule-of-law principles and institutions within 
countries where they are under assault—including, hypocriti-
cally, in the names of democracy, law and order, and (alas) sov-
ereignty. On the other hand, there is the challenge of reinforcing 
and recalibrating regional and international legal norms and 
institutions to curtail power’s arbitrary exercise both interna-
tionally and at home. 

Trends at the national and international levels enmesh. They can 
reinforce a turn toward or away from rule-of-law goals and prac-
tices. Resistance to current trends necessarily will involve 
engagement at the local, national, and international levels, 
which, in turn, will affect each other. The American Society of 
International Law, our colleague societies around the world, and 
we as members, have crucial roles to play.

Gregory Shaffer
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from a leadership position. It is the outward facing part of our 
mission that necessitates engaging the broader world—certainly 
those attorneys, professors, and judges who sit just outside the 
borders of our current membership, but also the journalists, pol-
icymakers, diplomats, and other government officials to whom 
we must effectively promote international law as a critical build-
ing block of international relations. But amplifying our voice and 
increasing our social impact will demand additional resources—
time, talent, and treasure.

Today, these resources are constrained. At the suggestion of 
former ASIL President Peter Trooboff, I recently reviewed a 
Ford Foundation report reflecting an institutional evaluation 
conducted by the Foundation in 1992. Although thirty years 
old, as Peter had suggested, much of the report is still relevant 
today. I was curious to know how ASIL’s proposed 1993 budget 
compared to our proposed 2023 budget, so I ran the numbers 
through an inflation calculator and was surprised to learn that, 
in real dollars, the Society's operating budget has contracted 
by almost seventeen percent over the last three decades.

How can this be possible given that we clearly do much more 
than we did thirty years ago? In part we have realized efficien-
cies. For example, Mark’s brilliant work in establishing a pub-
lishing partnership with Cambridge University Press freed up 
operating resources for other purposes while bringing wider 
exposure to our publications. Still, having been at Tillar House 
for several months now, I suggest that the counterintuitive 
relationship between decreased resources and increased out-
put can at least in part be explained by the fact that our staff is 
simply overworked.

At the same time, we have reached an inflection point, and his-
tory demands that we do more, not less. The global project that 
Elihu Root, James Brown Scott, Andrew Carnegie, and other 
founders of the Society launched in the late 18th and early 19th 
century sits today in a precarious place. In the years ahead, we 
must seek not only to unlock new insights, but also to engage 
new audiences and to meet new challenges. The way we do this 
is by expanding our membership, diversifying our revenue 
streams, and amplifying our message. This is not something an 
Executive Director does alone; it’s something she or he does in 
partnership with the Executive Council, the membership, the 
staff, and partners. If we plan carefully and act with clear pur-
pose, I am confident that together we can meet the moment.

Michael D. Cooper

—continued on page 6

Based on the recommendation of the Book Awards Committee, 
the ASIL Executive Council has awarded Certificates of Merit 
for 2023. The awards will be presented at the Society’s 117th 
Annual Meeting. (See related story on page 12.) 

The members of the 2022-2023 Book Awards Committee are 
Harlan Cohen (chair), Anne van Aaken, Asli Bâli, Timothy 
Meyer, Jaya Ramji-Nogales, and Mila Versteeg.

Certificate of Merit for a Preeminent Contribution to 
Creative Scholarship

The Committee selected René Provost, 
Rebel Courts. The Administration of Justice by 
Armed Insurgents (Oxford University Press, 
2021). 

This exceptional book offers new views 
on the law in war zones delivered by 
armed insurgents, such as the FARC, 
ISIS, and the Taliban. The depths of the 
research, the diversity of legal and legal 
theoretical arguments, and the incredi-
ble effort undertaken by the author to 

conduct field studies under difficult circumstances are all 
extraordinary. The book is clearly a magnum opus, drawing on 
legal theory and international law, specifically International 
Humanitarian Law, Human Rights Law, and International 
Criminal Law, while integrating social science literature and 
social science methods of investigation. 

The book opens our minds to things we rarely see. It enlightens 
understanding of the phenomena of rebel administration of 
justice, often dismissed summarily as illegitimate or unjust—if 
seen at all, allowing for a differentiated view. It questions deep-
seated notions of the concept of law, positivism, and the nec-
essary connection between state, order, and justice, leading us 
to a pluralistic understanding of law and a non-state centered 
normativity. Furthermore, it makes us rethink fundamental 
legal notions deeply ingrained and mostly unquestioned in our 
understanding of modern statehood as well as international 
law, namely the coupling of the exclusive monopoly of admin-
istration of justice with the nation-state. It is creative and eye-
opening scholarship of the highest order. 

2023 Book Awards
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PUBLICATION NEWS

The Proceedings of the 116th Annual 
Meeting, held March 24-26 in Washington, 
DC, is now available 

The 2022 Annual Meeting featured over 
35 substantive sessions organized 
around the theme “Personalizing 
International Law.” Topics ranged from 
“Privatizing International Governance” 
to “Queering Atrocity Prevention” to a 
debate on “Trade, International Law, 
and Workers.” 

In addition to its substantive panels, 
the 2022 Proceedings includes transcripts 
of plenary and keynote events, such as 
the 24th Annual Grotius Lecture, deliv-

ered by Judge Hilary Charlesworth (International Court of 
Justice), who spoke on the theme “The Art of International Law,” 
with a response from Distinguished Discussant Karima 
Bennoune (University of Michigan Law School); a keynote con-
versation between Nobel laureate Maria Ressa (Rappler) and 
former ASIL President Catherine Amirfar; the Goler T. Butcher 
Medal Lecture, delivered by Judge Chile Eboe-Osuji, with 
Michael P. Scharf as Discussant; the 7th Annual Detlev F. Vagts 
Roundtable on Transnational Law on “Transnational Regulation 
of the Platform Economy”; and the 9th Annual Charles N. 
Brower Lecture on International Dispute Resolution, delivered 
by Judith Gill (Twenty Essex).

A subscription to Proceedings is included among ASIL member 
benefits, with members receiving full online access to the entire 
archive. To view the 2022 Proceedings table of contents and to read 
this and past volumes online, ASIL members and subscribers 
should sign in at asil.org/proceedings to be directed to the vol-
ume on Cambridge Core, hosted by Cambridge University Press. 
The 2022 Proceedings will be mailed to print subscribers in the 
spring. Questions about Proceedings subscriptions should be sent 
to services@asil.org. 

All IHL Roundtable Proceedings Available 

The Society is excited to announce 
that all volumes of the Proceedings of the 
International Humanitarian Roundtable 
(formerly Dialogs) are now available as 
online publications. Cosponsored by 
the Society with the Robert H. Jackson 
Center and a number of other organi-
zations, the Roundtable has been 
bringing together chief prosecutors 
and judges from international courts 
and tribunals, and international legal 
thought leaders and scholars, for one-
of-a-kind discussions on international 
humanitarian law since 2007. 

Originally only available in hard copy, the Proceedings now provide 
a digital record of those discussions, available in PDF, epub, and 
mobi formats. You can download the Proceedings free of charge by 
visiting asil.org/IHLRoundtable.

Statement of ASIL President Gregory 
Shaffer Regarding the Defense of 
Women’s Rights in Iran and Globally 

On December 15, 2022, the Society released a statement by 
President Gregory Shaffer regarding the defense of women's 
rights in Iran and globally. The statement is printed below and 
can be found on the ASIL website at asil.org/press.

The American Society of International Law stands in solidarity with women 
around the world, united in protests against violence and abuse perpetrated 
and authorized by state authorities. 

After Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old woman, was arrested by Iran’s “morality 
police” on September 13, 2022, for not wearing a head scarf, and died in 
custody after being brutally beaten, protests broke out across the country, 
with women taking the lead. The protestors face continued violent state repres-
sion in response. 

RECENT STATEMENTS

Women too have taken the lead in protests in Afghanistan, the United States, 
and around the world. They demand protection of their rights, including their 
right to basic bodily autonomy. Women put their very bodies on the line to 
advance human rights. 

Over one hundred seventy countries are parties to the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights, including Iran. Yesterday the members of the 
United Nations Economic and Social Council took action and voted to expel 
Iran from the Commission on the Status of Women. 

International human rights law and international institutions are critical for 
providing resources for the protection of women’s rights everywhere. A core 
rule-of-law principle is that all are equal under the law. As an organization 
devoted to international law and justice, the American Society of 
International Law stands with the women of Iran and around the world and 
condemns government-sponsored violence and repression. 
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2023 Book Awards —continued from page 4

Certificate of Merit for High Technical Craftsmanship and 
Utility to Practicing Lawyers and Scholars

The Committee selected Damilola S. 
Olawuyi, Environmental Law in Arab States 
(Oxford University Press, 2022). 

This monograph offers an authoritative 
guide to the core principles and rules 
governing environmental protection in 
the Arab world. Beginning with a detailed 
history and conceptual definitions, it 
moves into a meticulous and compre-
hensive discussion of sources of environ-
mental law in Arab states; domestic, 

regional, and national actors in environmental law; and values 
and principles of environmental law as applied in Arab nations. 
The book does a remarkable job of demonstrating in precise 
detail the scope and depth of an understudied yet vitally 
important area of international law: the application of environ-
mental law in nations that hold and produce the majority of 
the world’s oil. The volume’s thoughtful structure nimbly bal-
ances its thoroughness and precision, analyzing its topic with 
remarkable granularity while remaining eminently readable. 
After providing the historical, conceptual, and legal context, the 
book offers a range of pertinent and timely examples of how 
environmental law is applied in practice in Arab states, from 
construction and town planning to chemicals and hazardous 
wastes to low carbon energy transition and green growth. This 
systematic, comprehensive and insightful book exhibits high 
technical craftsmanship and offers exceptional utility to practic-
ing lawyers and scholars. 

Certificate of Merit for a Work in a Specialized Area of 
International Law

The Committee selected Boyd van Dijk, 
Preparing for War: The Making of the Geneva 
Conventions (Oxford University Press, 2022). 

This exemplary book provides a rich and 
insightful historical account of the draft-
ing of the four Geneva Conventions of 
1949. Van Dijk’s original and nuanced 
portrait casts new light on the making of 
the most influential humanitarian trea-
ties of the contemporary era. The book 
questions the “foundation myth of the 

Conventions,” that depicts the drafters as “primarily motivated 
by liberal humanitarian principles and the shock of the atroci-
ties of the Second World War.” Instead, he shows how the draft-
ing process entailed a series of political struggles among largely 
American and European drafters who were themselves “active 
protagonists trying to shape the future of wartime.” By deciding 

“who deserved protection and what counted as a legitimate tar-
get,” van Dijk shows how the makers of the conventions tried to 
both imagine and delimit coming wars drawing on their past 
experiences—as combatants, prisoners of war, victims of atroci-
ties, colonial administrators, diplomats and scholars—and their 
conceptions of the different state interests they sought to 
advance—whether anti-imperial or determinedly colonial, hege-
monic and rivalrous, or anxious about civil conflict. Van Dijk’s 
original archival research, his focus on the drafters as political 
actors, his historiographical lens centered on the future expec-
tations shaping state interests and his application of critical 
legal methodologies intertwine to provide a creative and path-
breaking work, remarkable for its historical and methodological 
contributions. This certificate of merit recognizes the important 
corrective to the literature on the history of humanitarian law 
that van Dijk has provided and his remarkable contribution to 
the study of the rules that both establish the legality of waging 
war and seek to humanize future battlefields. 

The Robert E. Dalton Award for Outstanding Contribution in 
the Field of Foreign Relations Law

In 2019, the Society established a new book award with gener-
ous support from the family of Robert E. Dalton, a cherished 
member of the Society who served for 36 years in the Office of 
the Legal Adviser at the U.S. Department of State. 

The Committee selected both Lisa Ford, The King’s Peace (Harvard 
University Press, 2021) and Tom Ginsburg, Democracies and 
International Law (Cambridge University Press, 2021) as recipi-
ents of the 2023 award.

Lisa Ford’s careful and colorful historical account traces the 
growth of colonial executive power in the British empire in the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The book shows how con-
tests within the empire over subjecthood and citizenship, over 
who should be protected and from whom, gave way to notions 
of the imperial peacekeeping, of the King’s peace, that required 
new modes of constitutional governance that were increasingly 
authoritarian in nature. To keep its empire together, colonial 
governors reached for coercive methods based on the idea that 
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law in the colonies could diverge from law at home. This 
insightful book helps us understand the origins and evolution 
of foreign relations law in a colonial context as well as the root 
causes of inequalities between center and periphery. 

Tom Ginsburg’s Democracies and International Law is a book for our 
age of anxiety. At a time of consternation both for the health of 
domestic democracies and the future of international order, 
Ginsburg eschews the often-utopian visions of prior eras in 
favor of realistic appraisals grounded in empirics and evidence. 
Rather than assuming any particular relationship between 
international law and democracy, Ginsburg investigates how 

both democracies and autocracies use international law and 
the shape of international legal orders they build. At the same 
time, he investigates when and how international law can be 
used to protect democracy from authoritarian backsliding. 
Throughout, Ginsburg skillfully interweaves theory with data 
and examples from around the world. The result is a roadmap 
to a post-liberal international order that charts a realistic path 
for those committed to a prodemocratic international law. 
Democracies and International Law brings important new perspec-
tive to “the study of national law bearing on foreign relations or 
of international law as it relates specifically to national law” not 
just in one country, but worldwide.  ■ 

On Monday, December 12, 2022, the 
American Society of International Law pre-
sented the 2022 Champion of International 
Rule of Law Award to Dr. Fiona Hill for her 
distinguished service to our country and 
her defense of the rule of law. A former 
National Security Council official and a 
senior fellow at The Brookings Institution, 
Dr. Hill is a highly regarded expert on 
Russian and European affairs whose frank 
and compelling testimony during the first 
Trump impeachment inquiry brought her 
international renown. At a time when 
public service is often undervalued, she 
exemplifies the virtues of integrity and 

2022 ASIL Gala

2023 Book Awards —continued from page 6

ASIL Executive Director Michael D. Cooper 
introducing awardee Dr. Fiona Hill and mod-
erator John Avlon.

professionalism that are more important 
today than ever before. The gala took place 
at the New-York Historical Society, located 
at 170 Central Park West in New York City. 
 
Following the presentation, Dr. Hill par-
ticipated in an informal on-stage conver-
sation with senior political analyst and 
CNN anchor John Avlon, who also served 
as the moderator at the Society’s 2019 
Gala when Amal Clooney, President of 
the Clooney Foundation for Justice, 
and Brad Smith, President and Chief 
Legal Officer of Microsoft, were recog-
nized. Visit asil.org/gala.
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Second Symposium on Reparations 
under International Law

Africa (asil.org/AIG) 
 
The group sponsored “The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade and 
Reparations to Africa” on February 23, 2023. The panel 
addressed three major topics: 1) reparations for the injustice 
against enslaved Africans and their generations; 2) reparations 
for Africans traumatized by the effects of slavery; and 3) the 
process of healing between Africans affected by slavery around 
the globe. Looking at upcoming events, “International Migration 
Law and Indigenous Displacement in Africa” will take place 
Friday, April 21, 2023 from 11:00 am – 12:30 pm ET via Zoom. 
With particular emphasis on displaced Indigenous Peoples in 
Africa, this panel will discuss the structure and efficacy of the 
international migration law regime. 
 
The Africa Interest Group is expanding and currently seeking 
active members who are interested in volunteering for the follow-
ing roles: secretary, treasurer, newsletter editor (2), and event 
coordinator (3). To apply, kindly submit a brief statement of inter-
est and a short biography to group Co-Chair Veronica Fynn Bruey 
at vfynnbruey@athabascau.ca. The group is also developing a 
mentoring program to help support and guide emerging African 
scholars and practitioners in international law. Those interested 
in being a mentor or a mentee, please contact Thobeka 
Gigaba (feliciathobeka@gmail.com) for more information. 
 

ASIL-Midwest (asil.org/ASIL-Midwest) 
 
ASIL-Midwest held its ninth annual scholarly works-in-progress 
workshop on February 10, 2023. The goal of the workshop is to 
create a friendly, open conversation about works in progress 
and to foster a Midwestern United States and Canada interna-
tional law community. This year’s workshop was hosted virtually 
at the University of Saskatchewan College of Law. Ten papers 
were selected for presentation grouped into four panels. ASIL-
Midwest Vice-Chair Charles T. Kotuby, Jr. (University of 
Pittsburgh), Co-Chair Vera Korzun (University of Akron), 
Co-Chair Ibironke Odumosu-Ayanu (University of 
Saskatchewan), and former Chair Stuart Ford (University of 
Illinois Chicago) each moderated a panel. The 2023 workshop 
featured the work of Elizabeth Acorn (University of Toronto 
Scarborough), Adrienne Tessier (University of Saskatchewan), 
Ibironke Odumosu-Ayanu (University of Saskatchewan), Lola 
Ayotunde (University of Saskatchewan), Kimberly Breedon (Ohio 
Northern University), Robert Blitt (University of Tennessee), 
Anjali Mohan (University of Chicago), Bashar Malkawi 
(University of Arizona), Katherine M. Koza (University of 
Chicago), and Vera Korzun (University of Akron). Commentators 
included Thomas H. Lee (Fordham University), Robin Hansen 

On Thursday and Friday, February 9-10, 2023, this Second 
Symposium discussed critical questions related to reparations 
for the descendants of Africans who were enslaved in the 
Americas and the Caribbean. Building on the First Symposium, 
which established the illegality of transatlantic chattel slavery 
under international law at the time it was perpetrated and 
examined the historical context and contemporary legacy of 
transatlantic chattel slavery, the Second Symposium focused 
on the calculation of reparations due for the violations of inter-
national law arising from and caused by transatlantic chattel 
slavery and featured discussions of the applicable international 
legal framework and the broad policy responses that could be 
considered under the rubric of satisfaction.
 
Convened by Judge Patrick Robinson, former Honorary 
President of the American Society of International Law, and co-
chaired by Natalie Reid (Debevoise & Plimpton LLP) and 
Chantal Thomas (Cornell Law School), attendees heard from a 
roster of global experts, including Judge Abdulqawi Ahmed 
Yusuf (International Court of Justice); Sir Hilary Beckles (Vice 
Chancellor of the University of the West Indies); Verene 
Shepherd (Director of the Centre for Reparation Research at 
the University of the West Indies, and Chair of the U.N. 
Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination); 
Coleman Bazelon (The Brattle Group); and Alberto Vargas (The 
Brattle Group), among others. ASIL President Gregory Shaffer 
offered opening remarks. Participants presented their com-
ments, observations, and responses to the topics covered in 
the Brattle presentation, which encompasses both compensa-
tion and satisfaction as remedies for the multiple breaches of 
international law arising from trans-Atlantic chattel slavery and 
its consequences.

Co-sponsored by the Society and the University of the West 
Indies (UWI), this important conversation was organized in 
cooperation with the UWI Centre for Reparation Research and 
Blacks of the American Society of International Law (BASIL). 
Video available at asil.org/Reparations.

Judge Patrick Robinson and Sir Hilary Beckles addressing the topic of 
Reparations.

IG Spotlight: News and Events 
from the Society’s Interest Groups
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Interest Group Spotlight —continued from page 8

(University of Saskatchewan), Lorenzo Cotula (IIED), Ibironke 
Odumosu-Ayanu (University of Saskatchewan), Stuart Ford 
(University of Illinois Chicago), Yvonne Dutton (Indiana 
University), and Wolfgang Alschner (University of Ottawa). 
 

International Law and Technology  
(asil.org/ILTechIG) 
 
The ILTechIG had a busy quarter. On March 3, 2023, it hosted an 
online event co-sponsored with PILIG titled: “Conflict-of-Norms 
in the Information Society: National Security and Cross Border 
Data Flows.” The event was moderated by Dr. Jie (Jeanne) Huang 
(Sydney University) and incoming Co-Chair Dr. Han-Wei Liu 
(Monash University), with speakers including Anupam Chander 
(Georgetown University), Nguyen Ha (Visiting Scholar, Harvard 
University; Ph.D. Candidate, Monash University), and Phoebe Li 
(Sussex University).

During the ASIL Annual Meeting, the IG will run two events: a 
substantive session titled “Time, Technology, and International 
Law: Keeping Pace with an Accelerating World” moderated by IG 
Co-Chair Asaf Lubin and co-sponsored by the European Society 
of International Law Interest Group on International Law and 
Technology, and a business meeting titled: “Content Moderation 
during Armed Conflict: Human Rights and Humanitarian Law 
Considerations” moderated and co-organized by Nino Guruli 
(Crisis and Conflict Lead, Oversight Board). 
 

Latin America (asil.org/LAIG) 
 
LAIG organized an in-person event at Tillar House on March 8 
on the Silala case (Chile v. Bolivia) and the relevance of ICJ deci-
sions in international investment arbitration. The event was 
organized and moderated by LAIG’s Advisory Committee mem-
ber María Camila Rincón. The panelists were Peter Tzeng (Foley 
Hoag), Clovis Trevino (Covington & Burling), José Antonio Rivas 
(Xtrategy), and Mallory Silberman (Arnold & Porter). The panel 
discussed the judgment issued on December 1, 2022, by 

the International Court of Justice on the dispute between Chile 
and Bolivia in the dispute over the Status and Use of the 
Waters of the Silala (Chile v. Bolivia); the concepts of “legal dis-
pute,” “claims without object,” and “hypothetical questions” 
(addressed in the Silala case) and their relevance for investment 
arbitration; as well as other decisions rendered by the ICJ that 
are relevant for investment arbitration.  
 

Private International Law (asil.org/PILIG) 
 
PILIG published the PILIG Newsletter and Commentaries on 
Private International Law (Volume 5, Issue 2) in January 2023. 
This issue has three sections. Section one contains highlights 
on economic sanctions and blocking statutes and serving for-
eign processes on Chinese parties. Section two reports on the 
recent developments on private international law in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, North America, Oceania, and South America from 
June to December 2022. PILIG and the Law & Technology IG 
jointly organized a webinar on “Conflict-of-norms in the infor-
mation society: national security and cross-border data flow” 
on March 3, 2023. Our distinguished panel covered relevant 
laws and practices in big (the U.S. and China), medium (the 
U.K.), and small (Vietnam and Taiwan) jurisdictions.  
 

Transitional Justice and Rule of Law  
(asil.org/TJROLIG) 
 
On February 20, 2023, TJROLIG in conjunction with Georgetown 
University held a panel discussion in Doha, Qatar, on the 
objectives and potential ramifications of Humanitarian 
Intervention. Among the historical and contemporary examples 
considered were Iraq, Libya, Syria, and Russia-Ukraine. The 
moderator was Noha Aboueldahab (Georgetown University), 
and the panelists were Aslı Ü. Bâli (Yale Law School), Ayça 
Çubukçu (London School of Economics), Sarah Leah Whitson 
(Democracy for the Arab World Now), and Fadel Abdul Ghany 
(Syrian Network for Human Rights).  ■
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The Society invites you to join us in Washington, D.C., on March 
29-April 1 for the 2023 Annual Meeting of the American Society 
of International Law. We look forward to returning to the 
Washington Hilton, and we are committed to providing attend-
ees with a safe and enjoyable experience. 

Participants will have the opportunity to engage with a remark-
able array of thought leaders in international law and related dis-
ciplines. The program features more than 150 speakers, 40 
substantive sessions, and six cross-cutting thematic tracks, as 
well as Interest Group business meetings and mentoring and 
professional development activities.

The past few years have presented us with multiple challenges—
from trade wars to a global pandemic to the worsening of climate 
change and the invasion of Ukraine—which have led some to 
question the role and value of international law as a tool for solv-
ing modern day crises. 

As international lawyers, it is incumbent upon us to question 
underlying assumptions and to revisit the aims of international 
law and its ability to provide solutions to crises, big and small. 
This year’s Annual Meeting theme, The Reach and Limits of 
International Law to Solve Today’s Challenges, will examine the more 
modest wins of international law, and query the reach—as well 
as the very real limits—of what international law is, and what it 
can do. It is only in challenging and questioning the reach and 
limits of international law that we can, as a community, navigate, 
and ultimately strive to reinforce and strengthen, its importance. 

Highlights of the three-day program will include:

The 25th Annual Grotius Lecture, sponsored by the International 
Legal Studies Program at American University Washington 

College of Law, will be delivered by Kim Lane Scheppele of 
Princeton University. Her theme is “Restoring Democracy 
Through International Law,” and the response will be given by 
our Distinguished Discussant, Justice Manuel José Cepeda 
Espinosa, member of the High Level Panel of Experts on Media 
Freedom. The formal program will be followed by the Grotius 
Reception, which is also sponsored by American University 
Washington College of Law. Weather permitting, this and some 
of our other main receptions will take place outdoors in the 
Heights Courtyard.

The Manley O. Hudson Medal Luncheon will honor Antony 
Anghie, Professor of Law at the National University of 
Singapore and University of Utah. Please note that advance tickets  
are required.

At the Society’s Assembly, the centerpiece of the Annual 
Meeting, we will inaugurate our incoming leaders, confer the 
honors and awards of the Society, recognize new Emeritus 
Members, and commemorate the members we have lost over 
the past year. The Assembly Keynote will feature a conversation 
with Assembly Speaker S. Mona Sinha (Equality Now) and 
Discussant Michele Bratcher Goodwin (Law & Society 
Association). Following the Assembly, attendees are invited to 
join ASIL President Gregory Shaffer and our honorees at the 
President’s Gala Reception, sponsored by the University of 
California Irvine School of Law.

The Women in International Law Interest Group will host the 
WILIG Reception, at which the 2023 Prominent Woman in 
International Law Award will be presented to Gillian Triggs, 
Office of the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees. Please note 
that advance tickets are required.

117th Annual Meeting Focuses on “The Reach and Limits of 
International Law to Solve Today’s Challenges”
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The Seventh Annual Detlev F. Vagts Roundtable on 
Transnational Law will consider “Sanctions and Foreign 
Central Bank Immunity.” The convener will be Ingrid (Wuerth) 
Brunk, Vanderbilt University School of Law.

The Goler T. Butcher Medal Lecture, sponsored by Curtis, 
Mallet-Prevost, Cold & Mosle, LLP, will be delivered by the 2023 
recipient of the Goler T. Butcher Medal, Patricia Viseur Sellers, 
Office of the Prosecutor, International Criminal Court. 

The 2023 Charles N. Brower Lecture on International 
Dispute Resolution will be delivered by Sir Christopher 
Greenwood, Iran-U.S. Claims Tribunal. 

The Closing Plenary will feature a roundtable discussion, 
sponsored by the Municipality of The Hague, titled, “Pursuing 
Global Accountability for Atrocity Crimes: Needs, Challenges 
and the Path Forward.” Following the discussion, we invite you 
to join us for the Closing Reception, again generously spon-
sored by the Municipality of The Hague, held at the National 
Press Club.

Finally, on Saturday, April 1, the Society, along with the 
Smithsonian National Museum of Asian Art, and the Cheng-
Harrell Institute for Global Affairs will co-sponsor a special 
session on “Protecting Cultural Heritage in Conflict Zones: 
Multi-Disciplinary Approaches” at the National Museum of 
Asian Art from 10:15-11:15 am (register for small group tours 
starting at 9:15 am). 

117th Annual Meeting  —continued from page 12

Confirmed Keynote Speakers

Grotius Lecture: 
Kim Lane Scheppele 
and Manuel José 
Cepeda Espinosa

Hudson Medal 
Lunch: Anthony 
Anghie and E. 
Tendayi Achiume

Assembly Keynote: 
Shalila (Mona) Sinha 
and Michele Bratcher 
Goodwin Association

Charles Brower Lecture on 
International Dispute 
Resolution:  
Sir Christopher Greenwood 

Goler T. Butcher Medal 
Lecture:  
Patricia Viseur Sellers

WILIG Reception:  
Gillian Triggs 

•	 International Human Rights, 
Humanitarian Law, and 
Criminal Justice

•	 Transnational Litigation, 
Arbitration, and Dispute 
Resolution

•	 International Trade, 
Investment, and Finance

•	 International Organizations, 
Global Governance, and 
Global Health

•	 Security, Foreign Relations, 
and Use of Force 

•	 Environment, Sea, Space, and 
Sustainable Development  

Session Tracks at the 117th 
ASIL Annual Meeting

The Society expresses its deep appreciation to the Annual 
Meeting Committee, led by co-chairs Jennifer Permesly, Priya 
Pillai, and Sergio Puig; to our speakers, sponsors, partners, and 
exhibitors; to our technology partner, Silo Virtual Event 
Solutions; and to our event planner, Eden Capuano, and her 
team at Voila! Inc.

Thanks is offered to the leaders and staff of the Society, all of 
whom have devoted countless hours to creating this experience.

The full Annual Meeting program is posted on the conference 
website (asil.org/am) and the conference app, and is continu-
ally updated via ASIL’s Twitter account (@asilorg) and LinkedIn 
page. Join the conversation on Twitter, #ASILAM.  

For assistance, contact the ASIL Service Center at  
services@asil.org or +1-202-939-6001.
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Proceedings Published Online



 ■ 15

NewsletterNewsletter  |   January/March 2023

Enter ALAUTHC4 at 
checkout to save 30% 

on international law titles 
global.oup.com/academic



16 ■ 

PUBLISHER AND LAW FIRM PARTNERS

Publisher Partners

Law Firm Partners

ASIL offers tailored programs for its institutional colleagues—law firms, academic institutions, and publish-
ers. Our partnerships combine recognition, advertising, participation, promotion, outreach, education, and 
association with access to ASIL's worldwide community of international law professionals. For more infor-
mation, contact partnerships@asil.org or visit asil.org/partners.

SILVER

PLATINUM

GOLD

GOLD SILVER

Covington & Burling LLP
Curtis, Mallet-Prevost, Colt & Mosle LLP

Dechert LLP
Steptoe & Johnson LLP

BRONZE
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ACADEMIC PARTNERS

Partner Schools

By publishing the award-winning American Journal 
of International Law, hosting the world’s preeminent 
annual gathering of international law experts, and 
conducting programs serving students and faculty 
around the world, the American Society of Interna-
tional Law maintains strong partnerships with the 
academic community. For more information, contact 
partnerships@asil.org or visit asil.org/partners.

•	American University Washington College of Law 

•	Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law 

•	Boston College Law School

•	Boston University School of Law

•	Brooklyn Law School

•	Case Western Reserve University School of Law

•	Columbia Law School

•	Cornell Law School

•	Dalhousie University Schulich School of Law

•	Duke University School of Law 

•	Emory University School of Law

•	The Fletcher School at Tufts University 

•	Florida International University College of Law

•	Florida State University College of Law

•	Fordham University School of Law 

•	George Washington University Law School

•	Georgetown University Law Center

•	Hamad Bin Khalifa University College of Law 

•	Harvard Law School

•	 Indiana University Maurer School of Law

•	 Indiana University McKinney School of Law

•	Loyola University Chicago School of Law 

•	Loyola University New Orleans College of Law

•	New York University School of Law 

•	Northwestern University Pritzker School of Law

•	Notre Dame Law School

•	Penn State Dickinson Law

•	Pepperdine University Caruso School of Law

•	Saint Louis University School of Law

•	Santa Clara University School of Law 

•	Stanford Law School

•	Syracuse University College of Law

•	Temple University Beasley School of Law

•	University of Baltimore School of Law

•	University at Buffalo School of Law

•	University of California, Berkeley School of Law

•	University of California, Davis School of Law 

•	University of California College of the Law, San Francisco

•	University of California, Irvine School of Law

•	University of California, Los Angeles School of Law 

•	University of Chicago Law School

•	University of Cincinnati College of Law

•	University of Colorado Law School

•	University of Denver Sturm College of Law 

•	University of Geneva Faculty of Law

•	University of Georgia School of Law

•	University of Hamburg Faculty of Law

•	University of Houston Law Center

•	University of Iowa College of Law

•	University of Miami School of Law

•	University of Michigan Law School 

•	University of Ottawa Faculty of Law

•	University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law 

•	University of Pennsylvania Carey School of Law 

•	University of Pittsburgh School of Law 

•	University of Richmond School of Law

•	University of Southern California Gould School of Law

•	Vanderbilt Law School

•	Washington University School of Law

•	Yale Law School
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Joseph L. Brand, a lawyer and philanthro-
pist, died December 17, 2022, at his home 
in Charlottesville, Virginia. Brand received 
his B.A. from the University of Michigan, 
his M.A. from Ohio State University, and 
earned his law degree at George 
Washington University. Upon graduating 
from GW Law School, he joined the firm 
that would eventually become Squire 

Patton Boggs LLP, where he would stay for the rest of his career 
as a foreign affairs lawyer and human rights activist. Brand was 
associated with a number of charitable organizations, including 
service as Chairman of the Board for the Center for Justice and 
Accountability, a co-founder of Pretrial Rights International, 
and the Director of Human Rights First. He also co-endowed 
the Brand-Manatt Lecture Series on international law at GW 
University. Brand was an Emeritus member who joined the 
Society in 1968. 

Jonathan Russin, an international busi-
ness lawyer, died in Washington, DC, on 
December 31, 2022. After graduating from 
high school, he was awarded a scholarship 
to Yale University where he earned a B.A. 
in politics and economics and a law 
degree in 1962. During Russin’s 60-year 
legal career, he advised governments, 
companies and NGO’s, mostly in develop-

ing countries, on projects ranging from housing communities 
to pipelines to telecom systems. Raised in the Russian 
Orthodox Church, he had a life-long interest in Russia, first 
travelling there in 1958 and then serving as a host at the U.S. 
Information Agency’s exhibit in Moscow in 1959, where Vice 
President Richard Nixon and Soviet Premier Nikita Krushchev 
had their famous “kitchen debate.” Russin was an Emeritus 
member who joined ASIL in 1971. 
 
Belgian professor and legal scholar Jean Salmon died on 
September 14, 2022. He received a doctorate from the 
Université libre de Bruxelles in 1954, where he would later 
serve as professor, and from the University of Paris in 
1957. Salmon worked as an advisor to various governments and 
was counsel before the International Court of Justice in several 
cases. He was a member of the Permanent Court of Arbitration 
from 1977 to 2015 and President of the Burundi/Libya Arbitral 
Tribunal in the Lafico v. Burundi case. He was the author of 
numerous books and articles, including Droit international et argu-
mentation, a collection of articles by Salmon on the role of argu-
mentation in international law. Salmon joined ASIL in 1959 
and was an Emeritus member.  

IN MEMORIAM

Wes Rist left his position as ASIL Deputy 
Executive Director in February 2023, after 
over ten years with the Society, accepting 
a position as Atrocity Prevention Policy 
Adviser at the U.S. Department of State. 
Wes was instrumental to all facets of 
ASIL’s mission and work, especially as 
Annual Meeting guru. He will be missed. 
The Society wishes him well in his future 

endeavors and looks forward to his continued support of ASIL 
and its mission.

STAFF NEWS

Left to right, Markita Sing, Mark Agrast, Wes Rist, Jack Karako, 
Matthew Gomez, Taylor Kilpatrick, Justine Stefanelli, and James Steiner 
celebrating Wes.

FOLLOW US 
ON TWITTER
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The Protection 
Roles of Human 
Rights NGOs

Essays in Honour of  
Adrien-Claude Zoller

Editors: Bertrand Ramcharan, Rachel Brett, 
Ann Marie Clark, and Penny Parker  
 
Written by leading NGO human rights practitioners from 
different parts of the world, this book sheds light on the 
multiple roles of the leading pillar of the global human 
rights movement, the Non-Governmental Organizations.

November 2022 | Hardback (xxiv, 1,064 pp.) | ISBN 
9789004516779 | E-ISBN 9789004516786 | US$ 344 | brill.com/ishr
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