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ur world is under immense stress.
We face the ravages of climate
change; migration pressures on
the most vulnerable among us, uprooted
from their homes by climatic, economic,
and political upheavals; persistent racial
injustices by states and societies inflamed
by politics of fear, anger, and resentment;
and flagrant attacks on basic women’s
rights, including to their bodily autonomy.
Russia’s brutal invasion of Ukraine threatens global peace and risks nuclear Armageddon. Fundamental
commitments to the rule of law are under challenge internationally and within states, including here at home.
These challenges are not so much about what one is against.
They are about what one is for—respecting national boundaries;
upholding the principles of the U.N. Charter; maintaining the rule
of law; defending human dignity, equality, and freedom; and
welcoming all members of the human family into our societies.
We do not segregate our moral concerns, nor our mission from
them. We are members of ASIL because of what this Society
stands for.
Six years ago, when she served as President-Elect, Lucinda Low
led a committee that devised our Strategic Plan in pursuit of our
mission. It may well be that we need to revisit this plan under a
new President-Elect, but it has weathered quite well in my
reading. That Plan sets forth five goals that guide me: to be
Premier Convener; A Trusted Resource; Diverse and Inclusive;
Financially Stable; and to Make the Best Use of our Resources. In
this column, I lay out some of my initiatives and goals in light of
this Plan and our Society’s two-fold mission, which is to foster
the study and understanding of international law, and to
promote the establishment and maintenance of international
relations on the basis of law and justice.
ASIL’s Convening Power. Our Society is unique in bringing
together different constituencies in government, international
organizations, civil society, private practice, corporate counsel,
academics, and students to robustly debate and deliberate
over the international legal issues arising from the challenges
of our day.
From November 10-12 in Miami, we convened our largest
Midyear Meeting ever outside of the one held in New York City,
with over 100 speakers and over 240 registrants at the Research
Forum and Practitioners’ Forum. That is impressive given that it
was our first in-person mid-year meeting in three years because
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and The International
Law Commission and the
Problem of “Regional” Jus
Cogens (with a former and a current ILC member). OAS Secretary
for Legal Affairs Jean Michel Arrighi capped the day with his keynote address, followed by a reception at our law firm host Bryan
Cave Leighton Paisner LLP. The Research Forum covered an array
of cutting-edge topics and impressive speakers from around the
world. Diego García-Sayán, former Peruvian Foreign Minister,
Minister of Justice, and President of the Inter-American Court of
Human Rights, provided the keynote on The Independence of Judges
and Lawyers, a subject on which he just completed his term as
U.N. Special Rapporteur. We then gathered for a reception with
Latin American hybrid hors d’oeuvres presented by the chef at
Miami’s new Museum of Graffiti, the first of its kind in the world.
This global meeting reflects the importance of Miami for the
broader inter-American region. It provided a taste of what is to
come with our Annual Meeting in Washington (March 29-31),
which promises to have outstanding honorees and speakers. For
more on the Midyear Meeting see page 20.
The Society continues to host numerous events, many organized
by our Interest Groups. To highlight just a few, look at WILIG’s
series on International and Regional Human Rights Perspectives on the
Dobbs Decision on reproductive rights; the Legal Theory Interest
Group webinar on the philosopher Joseph Raz and International Law;
the International Economic Law Interest Group biennial meeting
on Energy, Sustainability and International Economic Law; and AJIL’s
webinar series Geopolitical Changes and the Global Security Architecture:
Where Are We Heading? Such conferences are vital as the Biden
administration and the global community grapple with reformulating the governing principles of international economic law in
terms of resilience, social inclusion, and sustainability. There are
—continued on page 3
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Eight years ago, the leaders of our
Society entrusted me with the stewardship of this great institution. It has been
an honor to serve as your executive
director, and I am proud of what we have
achieved together.
As threats to the international rule of law
imperil the peace and security of our
planet and its people, the Society has
been steadfast, pursuing its mission and
defending its core values with energy and
resolve. That we have been able to
accomplish so much in the face of such
challenges is a tribute to the vision and
commitment of our leaders, members,
benefactors, and staff.
Setting Priorities. Five months after I
arrived at Tillar House in October 2014,
President Damrosch asked our PresidentElect, Lucinda Low, to convene a task
force to develop a comprehensive strategic plan for the Society. The task force
spent many hundreds of hours reviewing
the Society’s priorities and activities,
canvassing the views of our members,
and drafting and refining the plan. The
final document, adopted by the Executive
Council in November 2016, laid out a
series of strategies and action steps
designed to maintain and strengthen the
Society’s position as the premier convener of the international law community
and to sustain and enhance its role as a
trusted voice on international legal
issues. Among those strategies were
ensuring the Society’s financial sustainability and enabling future growth;
enhancing the Society’s diversity and
inclusiveness; and setting priorities to
promote the effective use of
limited resources.
Some strategic plans sit on the shelf
once they are completed. Ours was
intended to serve as a functional blueprint, and five years later, it continues to
guide and inform our work.

Financial
Sustainability.
From my first
months in office, it
was clear that
action must be
taken to improve
the Society’s financial picture, and
indeed, to rethink
key elements of its
financial model. We were in debt, and
some of our key sources of revenue were
in decline.
Our first challenge was to transform and
modernize our publishing operations to
address the serious financial and technological challenges we faced. In July 2016,
after an intensive 18-month process, we
entered into a strategic partnership with
Cambridge University Press that has
enabled us to expand access to our journals and create new opportunities for
scholarly engagement; create a dynamic,
integrated, and accessible online presence for the journals; modernize our editorial and production processes and
market them effectively; and reverse the
long-term decline in subscription revenues. Today, the excellence of our journals remains unmatched, and they are
once again making a substantial and reliable contribution to the financial wellbeing of the Society.
Over the next several years, we worked to
stabilize our finances through the generous support of our donors and institutional partners, the development of new
revenue sources, and the exercise of fiscal
discipline. We sought to instill a culture
of philanthropy, asking our members, and
particularly our leaders, to contribute to
the financial support of the Society so
that we could keep dues as low as possible, particularly for those least able to
pay. We enhanced and expanded our law
firm and law school partnership programs; established the David D. Caron
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no simple solutions, and policymakers need our help. For more
on ASIL’s Interest Groups see page 16.
I am envisaging a series of initiatives that will further enhance
our convening power. We are now launching an ASIL Abroad
Committee led by Frits Bontekoe and James Gathii, which will
work with the Colleague Societies and our foreign members to
enhance what we do abroad. We are a global society, reflected in
the forty percent of our membership residing outside of the
United States. This initiative can build from collaborations with
our regional Colleague Societies as part of the preview of our
Annual Meeting. In parallel, Karen Alter and Mark Pollack are
starting a new Interest Group on International Law and the Social
Sciences, which can enhance our engagement with social scientists
who teach and write on international law in universities. When
the Society started, international relations scholars were an
important part of our membership. It is time that we reengage
with them on an institutionalized basis. More broadly, our
Membership Committee, led by Rosa Celorio, is creating subcommittees that will target expanding our membership among
each of our constituencies.
We are reopening Tillar House after a multi-year hiatus. To a
packed audience, we hosted our first Dalton Roundtable where
Brian Egan (former chief Legal Adviser to the U.S. State
Department and the National Security Council) spoke together
with five current members of the Office of Legal Adviser about
International Law in Government Practice. This fall alone, we hosted a
conversation with Peter Lewis on the International Criminal
Court; the Freshfields Young Arbitrator Debate Series; the Judicial
Advisory Board led by Justice Breyer; international legal attachés
breakfast meetings respectively on Ukraine and the European
Commission’s work on the rule of law; and social gatherings for
our Interest Groups, including the Government Attorneys and
New Professionals Interest Groups.
ASIL as Trusted and Responsive Resource. I view this goal as
part of our outward facing mission. We are the gold standard in
our field. This is reflected first in our core publications, starting
with the world’s leading journal AJIL and its expanse through the
online companion AJIL Unbound that now publishes a dozen symposia each year, both now coupled with new AJIL webinar and
video series. These are complemented by our many other publications, our podcast International Law Behind the Headlines, our array of
events that provide a balance of diverse perspectives on the international legal issues of the day, and many other initiatives, such
as our Judicial Advisory Board, chaired by Justice Stephen Breyer,
and our Judicial Education Committee chaired by David Sloss.
Nonetheless, we must do better at all levels of society in advancing our mission. Tess Bridgeman chairs our Strategic Initiatives
Committee. We hope to expand our social media presence to
better communicate with the media and public. And we aim to
convene policymakers on key issues in the new geopolitical envi-

ronment. In parallel, Emma Lindsay, Makane Moise Mbengque,
Blanca Montejo, and Phillipa Webb launched our new Signature
Topic on Cooperation and Compliance through International
Law. They plan to partner with other organizations to advance
this critical mission at a time when core rule-of-law values are
under challenge. They hosted their first event during the Sixth
Committee of the U.N. General Assembly in New York on
October 24 and their second in Cairo in cooperation with the
African Society of International Law.
We must also reach out more effectively to students, including
those in secondary schools. Bec Hamilton and Corina Gugler
head a new initiative under the Public Engagement and
Technology Committee that aims to work, in partnership with
school programs in different cities, to communicate with high
school students about international law and international institutions, particularly as part of their Model U.N. programs. Our
Society has long discussed the need to reach out to younger generations. I am proud that we are concretely pursuing this initiative. We need to spark civic understanding and interest in
international law at an early age, as these students will determine the future.
ASIL as a Diverse, Inclusive, and Welcoming Organization.
We are making significant progress in our goal to be a Diverse,
Inclusive, and Welcoming organization. I am deeply committed to
these goals. We must be crucially aware of biases that undermine
social values and our Society’s goals, including the histories of
which they form part. Within ASIL, establishing BASIL (Blacks of
the American Society of International Law), MILIG (Minorities in
International Law IG), and WILIG (Women in International Law
IG) have been imperative. This October, we launched a new webpage on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion at ASIL. It provides information on our history and on our commitments. Our DEI
committee led by Karen Bravo and Christie Edwards is working
to mainstream our DEI commitments into all areas of ASIL’s
work, including our membership drives and outreach. We must
all lead by example in reaching out to new members from underrepresented groups and around the world, and to ensure they
have a welcome home in our Society, which is essential if we are
to effectively pursue our mission.
Financially Sustainable Society. To attain these goals and
expand our initiatives in pursuit of our mission, we must ensure
a financially healthy and sustainable Society. I am delighted that
we will be hosting our Second Gala in New York on December
12, where we will honor Fiona Hill with our Champion of the
International Rule of Law Award. CNN Anchor John Avlon will moderate. We will have our venue, the New-York Historical Society, to
ourselves. The Host Committee is robust. As a member of it, I
hope to be seeing many of you in New York City. See page 12 for
more details.
—continued on page 4
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In parallel, we are in the midst of our year-end Annual
Campaign. I hope that you will join me and contribute, including
through a multiyear pledge. I am committed to being a good
steward, and to lead by example as a Cordell Hull Patron. I am
extremely grateful to Pedro J. Martinez-Fraga, Arif Ali, and
Kathleen Claussen for Co-Chairing our Development Committee.
Our goal is to expand our Law Firm and Academic Partnerships
by providing value in pursuit of our mission in these critical
times. Already we have 58 Academic Partners, which is remarkable. We have similar ambitions for our law firm partnerships. We
also aim to expand our Heritage Circle, which I just joined,
through planned giving.
Making the Best Use of our Resources. Our ASIL staff are formidable, but they are stretched thin. We must prioritize effectively given our resources. We cannot launch new initiatives
unless we streamline or cut back on existing ones, raise new
resources, or more effectively harness our volunteer members.

Notes from the Executive Director

With our new Executive Director Michael Cooper, I hope to pursue the latter two courses. I welcome your feedback and your
engagement to help us advance our goals.
Gratitude to Mark Agrast and Welcome to Michael D.
Cooper. Finally, on behalf of all of us, I express my immense
gratitude to Mark Agrast for his services as Executive Director of
ASIL over the last eight years. His column in this issue lays out
what we have achieved under his stewardship. I am indebted to
him for educating me on all that I must do so that my Presidency
will be successful in advancing the mission of this great Society
that we love. We are in a great position thanks to Mark’s leadership. Now we welcome Michael who succeeds Mark as our new
Executive Director. We are thrilled to have him with us. I greatly
look forward to introducing you to him in person.
Gregory Shaffer

—continued from page 2

Fund to subsidize the Midyear Meeting; and obtained major
gifts to establish such programs as the Detlev F. Vagts
Roundtable in Transnational Law and the new Robert E. Dalton
Roundtable on International Law in Government Practice.
In 2019, we organized our first New York Gala. Its purpose was
two-fold: to create a major new source of revenue and to
enhance our New York presence. Held at The Frick Collection,
the Gala honored two Champions of the International Rule of Law,
Amal Clooney of the Clooney Foundation for Justice and Brad
Smith of Microsoft. After a two-year hiatus due to the pandemic, the Gala will again take place on December 12, when
we will honor the distinguished former national security official Fiona Hill at the New-York Historical Society. See page 12
for more details.
These measures helped us build the resilience we would need
to weather the pandemic and meet our financial objectives. By
the end of 2021, we had achieved three long-sought goals:
retiring our debt, establishing an operating reserve, and reaching 100 percent leadership participation in our annual appeal.
Delivering Value for Our Members. At a time when many
scholarly societies and other membership associations struggle to retain and attract members, we have leveraged the
expertise and ingenuity of our members to deliver value to our
members that they can find nowhere else.
Our Interest Groups are the primary gateway for member
engagement in the Society, and they play a critical role in fostering new scholarship and nurturing the career development

of law students and new professionals. From the onset of the
pandemic, the Society continued to pursue its mission and
serve its members through new meeting formats and communications technology, pivoting from in-person meetings and
conferences to virtual events. In one 12-month period, the
Society and its Interest Groups held over 100 events and
cosponsored 40 more. Now that we are returning to public
events at Tillar House, we anticipate that we will continue to
serve our worldwide audience virtually as well.
We also have increased collaborations with colleagues in government, international organizations, and NGOs, entering into
formal relationships with the OECD and the Uniform Law
Commissioners, and partnering with national and regional
international law societies throughout the world. Through our
Signature Topic Initiative, task forces, and working groups, we
have convened teams of scholars and practitioners to tackle
some of the leading problems of the day, from policy options
for U.S. engagement with the International Criminal Court to
reparations under international law for enslavement of African
persons in the Americas and the Caribbean, from atrocity prevention to climate change.
Enhancing the Member Experience. The Society is a closeknit community, and new arrivals can find it hard to fit in.
Students and new professionals, especially those from diverse
backgrounds, may feel reluctant to approach the established
scholars and practitioners who make up much of our membership, and it can take time for them to feel at home. As a young
lawyer attending my first Annual Meeting, I experienced this
—continued on page 5
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myself. Thus, when I became executive director, I felt it was
important to do what we could to break down the barriers to
participation and create a greater sense of belonging. We issued
“new member” ribbons and encouraged our leaders to seek out
those who were wearing them. We held receptions and happy
hours for students and new professionals, and we encouraged
them to join Interest Groups and attend their events.

The Society also has a Corporate Advisory Council, established
in 2017. Its mandate is “to advise the President and the
Executive Council on strategies to foster increased engagement
of corporations and corporate counsel with the Society.” The
CAC is chaired by Steven Crown, and includes senior lawyers of
multinational companies whose portfolios involve international law and policy.

In 2016, we created the Assembly, whose purpose is to provide
our members with a shared experience that celebrates our community and our mission. Held during the Annual Meeting, the
Assembly brings us together to conduct our elections and other
business, to honor the achievements of our colleagues, and to
commemorate those who have played an important part in the
life of the Society. It has become the centerpiece of the Annual
Meeting, and it is one of our most widely attended events.

During my first month at the Society, I held a meeting with the
chief legal officer at the Swiss Embassy that turned into a longrunning collaboration between ASIL and the Washington diplomatic community known as “International Legal Attachés of
Washington” (INT-LAW). The group provides opportunities for
embassy legal officers based in Washington to engage in offthe-record exchanges with current and former U.S. Government
officials, as well as representatives of international organizations and other governments, on current topics in international
law and international relations. Organized by ASIL in cooperation with two co-chairs chosen from within the embassy community, INT-LAW sponsors breakfast programs and other events
at Tillar House throughout the year.

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion. The most important effort we
have made to improve the experience of our members is the
sustained attention we have given to diversity, equity, and
inclusion. The core of this ongoing initiative is to ensure that
the Society actively fosters a diverse and inclusive community
whose members are equally valued and respected. The initiative cuts across all aspects of the Society’s activities. It includes
active efforts to ensure that the leadership of the Society
reflects the diversity of its members and that all Society events
include diverse voices and perspectives. In 2018 and 2021, as
part of the initiative, the Executive Council adopted resolutions
to acknowledge and provide redress for its past exclusion of
women and people of color. At the same time, the Council
adopted ASIL’s Commitment to Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, which
formalizes the Society’s pledge “to fostering a diverse, welcoming, and
inclusive community that recognizes the inherent dignity and equality of all
people.” The President has appointed a DEI Task Force charged
with advancing this effort, together with such existing entities
as the BASIL (Blacks of the American Society of International
Law) Task Force, the Women in International Law Interest
Group (WILIG), and the Minorities in International Law Interest
Group (MILIG).
Collaboration and Engagement with Key Constituencies.
Among the Society’s most valuable and least-heralded roles is
to promote engagement with the judiciary. Our Judicial
Advisory Board, chaired by former Associate Justice Stephen
Breyer (and previously chaired by Justice O’Connor and Justice
Ginsburg), meets annually to share information on the international legal issues that come before their courts, to hear from
Society experts about current developments in international
law, and to provide advice to the Society on the development
of educational resources and programs for the judiciary. Our
Judicial Education Committee, chaired by David Sloss, works
with the Advisory Board to present substantive programs at
federal judicial conferences.

Another long-term collaboration, now in its 13th year, is the
International Humanitarian Law Roundtable, an invitational
event that takes place at the Chautauqua Institution in New
York. Co-sponsored by ASIL with the Robert H. Jackson Center,
the American Bar Association, and other partner organizations,
the Roundtable convenes many of the world’s foremost experts
in international humanitarian law to discuss the continuing
evolution of international justice and accountability. The
Society publishes the Proceedings part of its contribution to
this annual event.
Public Engagement. It has long been a goal of the Society’s
leaders to foster a public constituency for international cooperation and the rule of law. In 1907, U.S. Secretary of State Elihu
Root, the first president of the Society, opened the very first
volume of the American Journal of International Law with
these words:
The increase of popular control over national conduct,
which marks the political development of our time,
makes it constantly more important that the great
body of the people in each country should have a just
conception of their international rights and duties.
Unfortunately, that noble aspiration remains unrealized.
Indeed, it is often lamented that many Americans know little
of the world beyond our borders, and what they do know is
often untrue.

—continued on page 6
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In 2018, the Society issued a new edition of its 2006 publication,
colleagues around the world who have been put at risk
International Law: 100 Ways it Shapes Our Lives. Its purpose was to
by this new policy. We stand with all those who cherish
illustrate, through concrete examples, the relevance and utility
the values of openness, tolerance, and the free and
of international law and institutions across a broad spectrum of
lawful movement of persons and the free exchange of
human activity. Today, such efforts to increase popular underideas that are essential to the establishment and
standing of international law are more important than ever, as
maintenance of international relations on the basis of
the world faces increasingly intractable problems and the interlaw and justice.
national and regional arrangements created to address them
Since then, our Presidents have issued statements on other
come under increasing pressure.
matters of public urgency that are related to our mission. These
Over the past five years, the Society has undertaken various ini- have included, most recently, statements by President
tiatives to provide timely information to the media and the
Catherine Amirfar on racial violence and injustice in the United
public about the legal dimensions of current international
States (June 3, 2020); the violent assault on the U.S. Capitol
issues. The first of these efforts, our 2017 livestream series
(Jan. 7, 2021); violence and intimidation against the Asian
International Law and the Trump Administration, brought together
American and Pacific Islander community (March 18, 2021);
former senior officials from both Republican and Democratic
efforts to evacuate Afghans at risk (Aug. 17, 2021); and the situadministrations to discuss the policy choices facing the U.S.
ation in Ukraine (Feb. 23, 2022).
government and their implications for a range of vital international legal issues. The series and its successor, International Law Such statements underscore the Society’s commitment to the
rule of law and amplify the efforts of our members to use the
and the 2020 Presidential Election: What is at Stake, were widely
viewed by members of the media, as well as policy makers and tools of international law to strengthen adherence to critical
international norms.
the public. Following the success of that series, we launched
the ASIL podcast, International Law Behind the Headlines, now
Conclusion. I would like to conclude with the words with which I
approaching 40 episodes. Co-hosted by ASIL Past President
ended my first Newsletter column (“Looking Forward”) in
Catherine Amirfar (Debevoise & Plimpton LLP) and Kal
October 2014: “We are the custodians of a great legacy, and it is
Raustiala (UCLA School of Law), the podcast presents interviews with today’s top experts on the international legal issues up to all of us to ensure its continued vitality in the years ahead.”
in the news.
I am grateful to the leaders of the Society and its members,
We are reaching new audiences through our webcasts and pod- benefactors, and staff who have answered that call to service.
The progress we have made would not have been possible
casts, through the enhanced online presence of our flagship
without their commitment and support.
journals and our popular “e-only” publications, including ASIL
Insights and International Law in Brief (ILIB).
Thanks to them, the state of our Society is strong, and it is
poised for even greater accomplishments in the future. As we
The Society’s mission is to educate, rather than to advocate,
welcome our ninth executive director Michael D. Cooper, I know
and we take formal positions on policy matters only on rare
he will receive the same support that was given me.
occasions and after much deliberation. This tradition of
restraint is among the reasons the Society is looked to as a
In closing, I wish to thank the staff of the Society and the five
trusted source of unbiased information and analysis.
presidents with whom I have had the honor to serve: Lori Fisler
Nevertheless, there are times when we must be prepared to
Damrosch (2014-2016), Lucinda A. Low (2016-2018), Sean D.
speak out in defense of our members, our colleagues, and the
Murphy (2018-2020), Catherine Amirfar (2020-2022), and
core values on which our mission depends. Thus, when
Gregory Shaffer (2022-present).
President Trump issued an executive order restricting travel
from designated countries to the United States, President
And as always, I thank my husband, David, for his love and supLucinda Low issued the following statement:
port, and the many sacrifices he has made to enable me to
devote my time and energies to your service.
The American Society of International Law is a global
community whose members reside in over 100 countries in all parts of the world. We cannot stand silent in
the face of recent events. We therefore take this opportunity to express our solidarity with our members and
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ASIL Names New Executive Director
In September, the
Society announced
the appointment of
Michael D. Cooper
to serve as the
Society’s ninth
executive director
beginning October
20, 2022. Cooper
succeeds Mark D.
Agrast, who
announced his intention to step down last
spring and concluded his service with the
Society after eight years in office.
Since 2017, Cooper served as Associate
Vice-President of the University of Oxford,
North America, where he was central to
articulating strategic vision and advancing major initiatives, such as Oxford’s
new Chair in Women’s History, the first
chair of its kind in the world, and its new
Centre for the Humanities, supported by
the largest philanthropic gift in the university’s history.
From 2010 to 2016, Cooper served as
Managing Director of The Ploughshare
Group in New York, a consultancy that has

delivered critical advisory services to U.N.
agencies, nonprofits, think tanks, law
firms, and universities, with a particular
specialization in human rights and
humanitarian work. Before that, he held
positions with several organizations providing human rights and humanitarian
relief, including Mercy Corps (Director-atLarge 2003-2009), Médecins du Monde
(Director of Development and
Communications 2002), Human Rights
Watch (Director, Human Rights Watch
Council/Deputy Director of Development
2001-2002), UNHCR (Protection Officer
1999) and the Roosevelt Institute
(Director, Human Rights Office 1996-1999).
Cooper received a B.F.A. from New York
University’s Tisch School of Arts and then
a Master of Arts in Global Policy and
Conflict Resolution, also at NYU. After a
decade of human rights and humanitarian
work, he earned a J.D. from Georgetown
University Law Center, where he was a
Public Interest Law Scholar focused on
refugees and humanitarian emergencies.
Mr. Cooper was admitted to the New York
bar in 2012.

Cooper has held a number of leadership
positions in the Association of the Bar of
the City of New York, where he chaired
the Council on International Affairs, the
United Nations Committee, and a very
active sub-committee on the Right to
Counsel and Due Process for Migrants. He
has also served on City Bar’s Immigration
and Nationality Law Committee as well as
various task forces and working groups
focused on issues such as the rule of law,
business and human rights, and climate
change adaptation.
Cooper commented on his appointment
saying, “International law provides the
foundation for peace, prosperity, and justice in the world. No institution embodies this conviction more fully than the
American Society of International Law,
and it is my great privilege to help
advance the Society’s mission in the
years ahead, which hold the potential for
real peril, but also great promise.”
A full press release is available at
asil.org/press, and Michael’s full bio is
available at asil.org/MichaelCooper.

2023 ASIL Honors
Manley O. Hudson Medal

The ASIL Executive Council has unanimously approved the recommendations of the ASIL Honors Committee for the 2023
recipients of the Manley O. Hudson Medal, the Goler T. Butcher
Medal, and the Honorary Member Award. The honors will be
presented during the 2023 ASIL Annual Meeting, to be held in
March 2023. (See related story on page 22.)
The members of the 2022-2023 Honors Committee were
Gráinne de Búrca (chair), Tendayi Achiume, Karima Bennoune,
Hannah Buxbaum, and Tom Ginsburg.
The following are this year’s honorees. (Some of the biographies have been abbreviated due to space limitations. The full
Committee report can be found at asil.org/honorees.)

For the 2022 Manley O. Hudson Medal, the
Committee nominates Professor Antony
Anghie. Professor Anghie’s scholarship,
teaching and insights have had a profound
and transformative influence on the field of
international law and international
legal scholarship.
He is currently Professor of Law at the
National University of Singapore. Previously he was Samuel D
Thurman Professor of Law at the S.J. Quinney School of Law at
the University of Utah. He has been a visiting professor at the
American University Cairo, Cornell Law School, the London
School of Economics, Harvard Law School, the University of
Tokyo, the University of Helsinki, Kent Law School, and the
University of Brasilia, amongst others.

—continued on page 9
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Professor Anghie is co-Editor-in-Chief of the Asian Journal of
International Law, and he has served on the editorial board of the
American Journal of International Law. He is currently SecretaryGeneral of the Asian Society of International law. In 2010 he
delivered the Grotius Lecture at the Annual Meeting of the
American Society of International Law.
His research interests and contributions have ranged across
multiple fields of public and private international law, including human rights and globalization, development and international law, terrorism and the use of force, international
economic law, as well as colonialism and the history and theory of public international law, and Third World Approaches to
International Law (TWAIL).
Anghie’s enormously influential monograph Imperialism,
Sovereignty and the Making of International Law (2005) paved the
way for many amongst the current generation of scholars to
unearth and address the enduring legacies of colonialism and
imperialism within the international order. He has written powerfully on the Eurocentric origins of international law, and the
subjugation and marginalization of the interests and voices of
the Global South and the peripheries within the international
order. In addition to his intellectual and scholarly contributions, Professor Anghie has played an important part in mentoring more junior academics and in developing and
supporting a network of scholars in this field of critical international law, which aims to reveal and challenge an unequal
global order, as well as the role of international law in creating
and sustaining that order.

Goler T. Butcher Medal
Patricia Sellers is a distinguished international criminal lawyer whose work on sexual
violence has been crucial to the development of this field. She is currently Special
Adviser on Slavery Crimes at the Office of
the Prosecutor of the International Criminal
Court (ICC) and was previously Special
Advisor for Gender at the Office of the
Prosecutor of the ICC. Prior to that, she was
the Legal Advisor for Gender, Acting Head of the Legal Advisory
Section, and a prosecutor at the Yugoslav Tribunal (ICTY) for
over a decade, and the Legal Advisor for Gender at the Rwanda
Tribunal (ICTR) for five years before that. While occupying these
positions she has helped to develop legal strategies and legal
standards for the interpretation of sexual violence as a war
crime, a crime against humanity, torture, and enslavement.
In addition to her role in the development of international
criminal law in practice, Sellers has taught international crimi-

nal law and human rights law at Kellogg College, Oxford, where
she has been a Visiting Fellow. She is also a Practicing
Professor at the London School of Economics as well as a
Senior Research Fellow at the Human Rights Center of the
University of California, Berkeley. She has published important
articles and essays on sexual violence and human rights,
including “Sexual Violence and Peremptory Norms: The Legal
Value of Rape” (2002), “The Prosecution of Sexual Violence in
Conflict: the Importance of Human Rights as Means of
Interpretation” (2008), “Wartime Female Slavery” 2011), and
“Collective Criminality and Sexual Violence: Fixing a Failed
Approach” (2020).
Sellers has advised governments, international institutions,
and civil society organizations on international criminal law
and humanitarian law, focusing on the prosecution of sexual
violence, and she has testified on several occasions as an
expert witness before national and international tribunals.
Throughout her career, Patricia Sellers has strongly advocated
for and promoted intersectional approaches to international
justice and to legal accountability for atrocity. She has been a
trailblazer for the recognition and prosecution of sexual violence as an international crime and has been a crucial actor in
the development and promotion of legal standards in this
important field.

Honorary Member Award
Throughout her long career, Felice Gaer has
made critically important contributions to
the development, interpretation, and implementation of international human rights
law, including in the areas of prevention of
torture, women’s human rights, and freedom of religion or belief.
She was a member of the U.N. Committee
against Torture (CAT) from 2000-2019 and was the first U.S.
national to serve on that body. She undertook vital leadership
roles as Vice-Chair of the Committee, and as a passionate
advocate and promoter of the Committee’s jurisprudence on
gender in both its country focused work as well as its thematic
output. Gaer led the drafting of the CAT General Comments 2
and 3 which articulated and underscored the Committee’s position that gender is a key factor which intersects with other
characteristics to affect how women are subjected to torture.
These General Comments recognized gender-based violence as
being important to the Committee’s work and declared that
where State authorities fail to exercise due diligence to prevent
and punish the commission of such violence by non-State
actors, they incur responsibility under the Convention. The
—continued on page 10
■
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General Comments also emphasize that complaint and investigation mechanisms must be accessible to women and must be
non-discriminatory.

the Jacob Blaustein Institute for the Advancement of Human
Rights for nearly thirty years, she has worked to strengthen the
U.N. human rights system and provide support to Special
Procedures mandate holders, and to defend the universality of
Gaer also regularly raised gender-specific aspects of torture and human rights. Gaer also served on the United States
ill-treatment in the CAT’s concluding observations on a range
Commission on International Religious Freedom for 11 years.
of country (state party) reports, from Afghanistan to Ireland and
beyond, and promoted the mainstreaming of women’s human
Felice Gaer’s distinguished service to the field of international
rights throughout the Committee’s jurisprudence. At the same
law across several fields has been extensive, courageous, tiretime, Gaer authored crucial scholarly articles documenting and less, and transformative. ■
publicizing this gender jurisprudence. As Executive Director of

ASIL Leadership Nominees Announced
The 2022–2023 Nominating Committee has announced its slate
of nominees for the Executive Council and officer positions.
The Nominating Committee was chaired by the Society’s immediate Past President Catherine Amirfar (Debevoise & Plimpton)
and the members were David Bigge (Georgetown Law),
Laurence Boisson de Chazournes (University of Geneva School
of Law), Patrick Pearsall (Allen & Overy), Chantal Thomas
(Cornell Law School), and alternate Leila Sadat (Washington
University School of Law). To read the Committee’s full report
and biographies of all the nominees, visit asil.org/nominees.
President-Elect:
Mélida Hodgson
Honorary President:
Sir Christopher Greenwood*
Hodgson

Vice-Presidents:
• Michael D. Cooper
(Executive Vice President)
• Marney Cheek
• Steven Hill
• Saira Mohamed
• Catherine Powell*

Greenwood

Honorary Vice Presidents (automatically the three previous
presidents, ASIL Constitution Art. 1V):
• Catherine Amirfar
• Sean D. Murphy
• Lucinda A. Low
Executive Council Members:		
• Rosa Celorio
• Manjiao (Cliff) Chi
• Meg deGuzman
• Jill Goldenziel
• Ben Love
• Pedro J. Martinez-Fraga
• Ashika Singh
• Can Yeginsu
Counsellors:		
• John Crook*
• Timothy Dickinson*
• Charles Di Leva
• Brian Egan*
• Gabrielle Marceau
• Natalie Morris-Sharma*
• Hari Osofsky
• Abby Cohen Smutny
* Nominated for an additional term

Cooper
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Cheek

Hill

Mohamed

Powell

The Society thanks the Nominating Committee and congratulates all of the nominees.
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Explore the latest
Cambridge Law Handbooks
Cambridge Law Handbooks are major reference works that offer
a complete state-of-the-field overview of major sub-disciplines
within the legal field. From labor law to the copyright of street
art, Cambridge Law Handbooks are an integral part of any library.

Visit cambridge.org/LawHandbooks
for more details
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2022 ASIL Gala

Nominations Sought for American Journal
of International Law Board of Editors
The Nominating Committee of the Board of Editors of the
American Journal of International Law (AJIL) is inviting nominations
for the elections to the Board that will take place in the spring
of 2023. Nominations, along with supporting statements and
information, such as curriculum vitae and a list of publications,
should be sent to the AJIL Nominating Committee Chair, in care
of AJIL’s Administrative Editor: admin_ajil@columbia.edu.
Self-nominations are welcome. The deadline for nominations is
January 31, 2023.
Board membership requires a commitment to active service.
Members are expected to review manuscripts that are submitted for publication, to participate in governance decisions, and
to contribute in other ways to the operation of the Journal. In
considering nominations, the Committee takes account of the
quality and creativity of the candidate’s work in the field and of
their area and kind of expertise. The Committee also seeks to
ensure that the Board benefits from the diversity that exists
across the field of international law, especially among historically underrepresented racial and ethnic groups.

Insights Editorial Board Welcomes
New Member
The Insights Editorial Board welcomes new member, Rajika
Shah, to the team. Rajika is the Deputy Director of the Center
for the Study of Law and Genocide at Loyola Law School (Los
Angeles), and the Clinical Director of the Loyola Genocide
Justice Clinic. In addition to Rajika, the Editorial Board consists
of Richard C. Chen (University of Hawai’i at Mānoa William S.
Richardson School of Law), Christian De Vos (Physicians for
Human Rights), and Anastasia Telesetsky (California
Polytechnic State University).
The Society would like to thank Sonia Rolland and Natalya
Scimeca for their service to the Editorial Board. Sonia served
on the Board for over five years and is currently Professor of
Law at Northeastern University School of Law and a member of
the Society’s Executive Council. Natalya served for six years
and is currently an Attorney-Adviser in the Department of State
Office of the Legal Adviser and a Brookings Fellow in the office
of Senator Edward J. Markey of Massachusetts. They both
stepped down from the Editorial Board earlier this year.

Society Publishes Proceedings of the 13th
Int’l Humanitarian Law Roundtable
The Society is pleased to present the Proceedings of the 13th
International Humanitarian Law Roundtable (formerly known as
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The American Society of International Law will present the 2022
Champion of International Rule of Law Award on Monday evening,
December 12, at the New-York Historical Society. The
centerpiece of the Gala will be the award presentation to Dr.
Fiona Hill, for her distinguished service to our country and her
defense of the rule of law. A former National Security Council
official and a senior fellow at The Brookings Institution, Dr. Hill
is a highly regarded expert on Russian and European affairs
whose frank and compelling testimony during the first Trump
impeachment inquiry brought her international renown. At a
time when public service is often undervalued, she exemplifies
the virtues of integrity and professionalism that are more
important today than ever before. Following the presentation,
Dr. Hill will participate in an informal on-stage conversation
with senior political analyst and CNN anchor John Avlon, who
also served as the moderator at the Society’s 2019
Gala when Amal Clooney, President of the Clooney Foundation
for Justice, and Brad Smith, President and Chief Legal Officer of
Microsoft, were recognized. Visit asil.org/gala for full details.
the International Humanitarian Law
Dialogs) which took place on August
25-27, 2019, at the Chautauqua
Institution in New York. Edited by Mark
Agrast and David M. Crane of Syracuse
University College of Law, the volume
features a keynote address by Judge
Navanethem Pillay (former President of
the International Criminal Tribunal for
Rwanda); the Katherine B. Fite Lecture,
delivered by Fatou Bensouda (former
Chief Prosecutor of the International
Criminal Court); the Clara Barton
Lecture, given by Herman von Hebel (former Registrar and
Deputy Registrar for the International Criminal Court); presentations by Mark A. Drumbl (Washington and Lee University School
of Law) and Mark Ellis (International Bar Association); and more.
The publication is freely available to download as an e-book (in
epub format). If you have questions about the Proceedings or
trouble accessing the e-book, please email Justine Stefanelli,
Director of Publications and Research, at jstefanelli@asil.org.
Back volumes (hard copy only) can be purchased at the ASIL
Bookstore (asil.org/bookstore).
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Financial Support for the Society

President’s
Appeal
The Co-Chairs of the 2022-2024 Signature Topic, “Cooperation &
Compliance Through International Law & Institutions” Emma
Lindsay (Withersworldwide), Makane Moïse Mbengue (Université
de Genève Faculty of Law), Blanca Montejo (United Nations),
and Philippa Webb (King’s College London School of Law) have
launched their web portal on the ASIL website. Announced at
the 2022 Annual Meeting, the new Signature Topic will explore
states’ duty to cooperate and their obligation to comply with
international law. The Signature Topic will foster engagement on
these critical principles not only internally among members of
the Society, but externally with diverse actors, organizations,
and constituencies across the globe, including the general public. Together, both members and non-members of the Society
will have the opportunity to grapple with the ambition and actuality of cooperation and compliance. More information is available on the Topic’s webpage, asil.org/STCoop.

Membership dues alone cannot sustain all of the Society’s
activities, and ASIL relies on philanthropic support to fulfill its
mission. ASIL President Greg Shaffer invites you to make a gift
or pledge to the 2022 President’s Appeal before the end of the
year. Your gift will be put to immediate use to continue our
vital work in support of international law and justice. And, in
keeping with the standards for top-rated charities, 80 cents of
every dollar you donate will go directly to support our charitable
work. You can contribute securely online at asil.org/appeal or
contact Director of Development Jack Karako (jkarako@asil.org
or (202) 939-6003) to discuss other giving options. Thank you for
your support!

The ASIL Academic Partnership Program

ASIL’s Academic Partnership program began in 2006 with just four partner schools.
Today, the program includes over 50
institutions, including two new 2022-2023
partners: Notre Dame Law School and
University of Hamburg Faculty of Law.

Through this program, ASIL provides
exceptional value to students, faculty, and
staff of partner schools large and small
from all over the world, by enhancing the
educational and scholarly experience and
raising the school’s international profile.

The partnerships provide opportunities for
students and faculty to connect with leading experts across the globe by offering
special membership benefits to students
and faculty, reduced fees, and a limited
number of complimentary registrations for
the ASIL Annual Meeting and Research
Forum. Partnering with ASIL empowers
and inspires students through careerfocused advice and premium access to
online and print resources, including special online training about international
law careers for career service offices and
free searchable access to the latest scholarship and the complete archive of
the American Journal of International Law and
other ASIL journals. To view the list of
2022-2023 Academic Partners, learn more
about the many benefits of academic
partnership, including advertising and
promotional opportunities in the American
Journal of International Law, visit
asil.org/academicpartner. See page 27.

■
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Season’s Greetings
Happy New Year
from the American Society of International Law
We look forward to welcoming you back to Tillar House in 2023.

Michael D. Cooper Malissa Crenshaw

14
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Matthew Gomez

Jack Karako

Taylor Kilpatrick

Selma Laporte

Ursula Moore

Wes Rist

Markita Sing

Justine Stefanelli

James Steiner

Newsletter |

Fall-Winter 2022

■

15

Applications Sought for 2023 Helton Fellowships
Application Period Open through January 23, 2023.
After a nearly three-year hiatus, the Society
is pleased to announce resumption of the
Arthur C. Helton Fellowship Program.
Established in 2004, the Helton Fellowship
Program recognizes the legacy of Arthur
Helton, a prominent human rights advocate
and ASIL member. Helton died in the 2003
bombing of the U.N. mission in Baghdad
together with U.N. High Commissioner for
Human Rights Sergio Viera de Mello and
20 others.

vide financial assistance in the form of “micro-grants” of $2,000
for law students and new professionals to pursue field work
and research on significant issues involving international law,
human rights, humanitarian affairs, and related areas.
Helton Fellowships are intended to provide modest funding
that can make the difference in enabling future international
lawyers, scholars, and advocates to pursue a life-changing professional experience.
Find out more at asil.org/helton. To support the Helton
Fellowships, visit asil.org/donate and select “Arthur C.
Helton Fellowships.”

Funded through the generous support of ASIL members, interest groups, and private foundations, Helton Fellowships pro-

IG Spotlight: News and Events from the Society’s Interest Groups
Government Attorneys

(asil.org/GAIG)

The Executive Committee of the
Government Attorneys Interest Group
hopes that GAIG members had a safe and
enjoyable summer and found time to
relax with family and friends. On October
22, the Government Attorneys and New
Professionals Interest Groups co-hosted a
fall happy hour for attorneys with the U.S.
Government and other governments or
international organizations to meet with
law students and early career attorneys
pursuing a career as a government lawyer
in the field of international law. Attendees
had the opportunity to discuss different
paths to government or international
organization practice with experienced
government attorneys in an informal setting and celebrate the interest groups’
return to Tillar House after a nearly threeyear hiatus.

International Courts and
Tribunals (asil.org/ICTIG)
The Advisory Board of the International
Courts and Tribunals Interest Group welcomes three new members: Stefan
Kirchner, Vladyslav Lanovoy, and Julia
Sherman. Stefan Kirchner is Research
Professor at the University of Lapland in
Rovaniemi (Finland). He has extensive
academic and practical experience, as
well as within ASIL as chair or vice-chair
of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
Interest Group, Law of the Sea Interest
Group, Space Law Interest Group
and Disaster Law Interest Group. He is
also a member of the Editorial Advisory
Committee of International Legal
Materials. Vladyslav Lanovoy is
currently professeur adjoint at the Faculty of
Law of the Université Laval (Quebec
City). He earned a PhD from the Graduate
Institute (Geneva), practiced with
Freshfields, and served as an associate
legal officer at the ICJ. Julia Sherman is
an associate with Three Crowns LLP and
is based in Washington, D.C. She is a
graduate of the University of Cambridge
and Columbia University and spent a
year as Judicial Fellow to Judge Joan
Donoghue at the ICJ. On October 7, the
group held an online event entitled,

“Beyond the Usual Suspects:
International Dispute Settlement Outside
the Courts.” The event, organized by
Advisory Board member Philipp Kotlaba,
focused on the alternatives to litigation in
the settlement of international disputes
and built on the idea that students and
practitioners of international law too often
tend to get boxed into thinking about a
narrow range of courts and tribunals. With
this idea in mind, the event sought to
challenge this tendency. Speakers at the
event included Tara Davenport (National
University of Singapore), Diane
Desierto (Notre Dame School of
Law), Anderson Dirocie (formerly at the
Inter-American Commission of Human
Rights), and Mushegh Manukyan (Office of
the Ombudsman for U.N. Funds and
Programmes). The discussion was moderated by Brian McGarry (Leiden University).
Video is available on the IG page.

International Law in
Domestic Courts (asil.org/ILDCIG)
The International Law in Domestic Courts
Annual Workshop will take place on
Friday, December 2 at Cornell Law
School. The deadline for submission of

—continued on page 17
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works-in-progress was Friday, September
16. Five or six papers will be selected.
Please note that those whose papers are
selected will need to submit a complete
draft by November 15 for circulation to
the other workshop participants.
Following the selection of papers, the cochairs will solicit volunteers to serve as
commentators. Additional details, including hotel information, will be circulated
in the early fall.

International Legal Theory
(asil.org/ILTIG)
On August 24, the group hosted an event
in memory of Joseph Raz, one of the
most influential legal and political philosophers who ever lived, whose passing
in May 2022 marked the end of an epoch.
The breadth and depth of his philosophical legacy is unmatched, and yet, unlike
many influential legal philosophers (such
as HLA Hart or Hans Kelsen), Raz left
very few writings that deal with jurisprudential questions of international law.
Participants Samantha Besson (Collège
de France), Basak Çali (Hertie School),
Basak Etkin (moderator) (Université Paris
2 Panthéon-Assas), Kostia Gorobets
(University of Groningen), Adil Haque
(moderator) (Rutgers University), and
Miodrag Jovanovic (University of
Belgrade) discussed why this might be,
and how we can draw on Raz’s ideas
about human rights, the concept of a
legal system, authority, normativity, and
so on, to enrich the philosophy of international law. In his introductory remarks,
then ASIL Executive Director Mark Agrast
offered a recollection of his studies with
Raz at Oxford University. Video is available on the IG page.

International Organizations

Courts and Organizations” on June 15,
2022. International organizations and
courts are increasingly gathering and processing data about individuals, giving rise
to new challenges concerning the protection of data. The panel discussed the role
international law is playing and could play
in enhancing the protection of the digital
rights of individuals and communities.
Following welcoming remarks by Ayelet
Berman (National University of
Singapore), Asaf Lubin (Indiana University
Maurer School of Law) moderated the
panel, which was composed of Lindsay
Freeman (UC Berkeley school of Law),
Gabriela Horno Colas (ICC), and Enrique
Piracés (Carnegie Mellon University).
Video of the event is available on the
IG page.

Lieber Society (asil.org/LIEBER)
The Lieber Society is soliciting submissions for its two writing prizes, the Baxter
Military Writing Prize and the Francis
Lieber Writing Prize. The Richard R.
Baxter Military Prize is awarded for
exceptional writing in English by an
active member of the regular or reserve
armed forces, civilian employees of an
armed force/Ministry of Defense (or
Department of Defense for the United
States), or military service veterans,
regardless of nationality. The group’s
Lieber Prize is awarded to the authors of
publications that the judges consider to
be outstanding in the field of law and
armed conflict. Both monographs and
articles (including chapters in books of
essays) are eligible for consideration. The
prize is awarded to the best submission
in each of these two categories.
Deadlines for submission are January 6
and January 7 respectively. Full details
are available on the IG page.

(asil.org/IOIG)

The International Law and Technology and
the International Organizations Interest
Groups organized an event on “The
International Law of Data Protection and
the Responsibilities of International

Private International Law
(asil.org/PILIG)

The Private International Law Interest
Group published its Newsletter,
Commentaries on Private International Law

(Vol. 5, Issue 1). It features developments
in private international law from January
to June 2022 and has three sections.
Section one contains highlights on cultural heritage protection and applicable
law, and recognition and enforcement of
foreign judgments in China. Section two
reports on the recent developments on
PIL in Africa, Asia, Europe, North
America, Oceania, and South America.
Section three provides overviews of
global developments. The 2022 editorial
team consists of Carrie Shu Shang
(California State Polytechnic University,
Pomona), Charles Mak (University of
Glasgow), Christos Liakis (National &
Kapodistrian University of Athens),
Cristian Gimenez Corte (Universidad
Nacional del Litoral, Santa Fe, Argentina),
Hongchuan Zhang-Krogman (Allen &
Overy), Jeanne Huang (University of
Sydney Law School, Australia), Juan Pablo
Gómez-Moreno (Adell & Merizalde),
Lamine Balde (Shanghai Jiao Tong
University), Milana Karayanidi (Orrick
Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP), Naimeh
Masumy (Swiss International Law
School), Patricia Snell (Covington &
Burling LLP), and Yao-Ming Hsu (National
Cheng-Chi University). In August, the
group launched a membership survey designed to learn the needs of its
members and better design group events.

Rights of Indigenous
Peoples (asil.org/RIPIG)
The group has been busy in 2022. At the
start of the year, RIPIG was approached
by the Indian Law Resource Center in
Washington, D.C. to provide an Amicus
Curiae brief in support of the Maya
Q’eqchi’ Agua Caliente Community in
Guatemala. In response, several RIPIG
members in their personal capacity came
together to prepare the brief, which was
submitted to the Inter-American Court of
Human Rights (IACtHR) in February 2022.
In August, RIPIG held a seminar to discuss the story behind and the experience
of this submission and the official brief
in the Case of the Indigenous Maya Q’eqchi’
—continued on page 18
■
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Agua Caliente Community v Guatemala. RIPIG
Co-Chairs Harry Hobbs (University of
Technology Sydney) and Shea Esterling
(University of Canterbury, New Zealand),
would like to thank the three speakers: Leonardo Crippa (Indian Law
Resource Center), Sorily Figuera
(Pontificia Universidad), and Yuri
Mantilla (Liberty University School of
Law). It was an excellent event and provided an opportunity to examine the
jurisprudence of the IACtHR on
Indigenous Peoples’ rights to land and
self-determination. The event can be
viewed on the group’s page. In upcoming
news, RIPIG is planning a business meeting for its members to catch up at the
2023 ASIL Annual Meeting as well as proposing a panel to explore Fourth World
Approaches to International Law in relation to Indigenous Theory of
International Law. Finally, RIPIG is in the
process of putting together an event for
early 2023 on indigenous cultural rights.
Further details coming soon.

Transitional Justice and
Rule of Law (asil.org/TJROLIG)
The Transitional Justice and Rule of Law
Interest Group convened an online
roundtable discussion, “Teaching
Transitional Justice,” in November.
Scholars who teach transitional justice at
universities in Chicago, Ottawa, Cape
Town, and Doha discussed how diverse
student bodies and instructors impact
transitional justice pedagogy. The roundtable participants were Colleen Murphy
(University of Illinois), Helen Scanlon
(University of Cape Town), Umut Öszu
(Carleton University), and TJROLIG
Co-Chair Noha Aboueldahab
(Georgetown University in Qatar), who
also moderated the discussion.
Participants discussed how the specific
classroom context within which they
teach transitional justice shapes the
ways in which they teach it as well as the
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content of the course(s), challenges and/
or unexpected opportunities they have
faced while teaching transitional justice,
and best practices for teaching transitional justice in varied contexts.
The discussion offered an opportunity for
current and former students of transitional justice to share their experiences
on how they were taught transitional justice and to ask questions. Video of this
event is available on the IG page.

Teaching Transitional Justice

Women in International Law

(asil.org/WILIG)

On September 23, WILIG held a roundtable discussion featuring accomplished
professionals across the international
law sphere, including in academia, government, international organizations, and
law firms. Discussing their career paths,
these professionals offered advice and
insights for women interested in pursuing careers in international law. Yvonne
Dutton (Indiana University McKinney
School of Law) moderated the panel.
Speakers included E.Tendayi Achiume
(UCLA Law School), Karen Bravo (Indiana
University McKinney School of Law),
Floriane Lavaud (Debevoise & Plimpton),
and Lucia Solano (Permanent Mission of
Colombia to the United Nations in New
York). On September 12 and October 28,
WILIG held the first and second webinar
event in a series of events on the Dobbs
decision organized by Patty Skuster and
Margherita Melillo, bringing together
experts from Argentina, Chile, the United
States, and Mexico to consider the future

of reproductive rights in the Americas.
Speakers included Lucía Berro Pizzarossa
(O’Neill Institute for National and Global
Health Law, Georgetown University),
Charles Ngwena (Centre for Human
Rights, University of Pretoria; Gruber
Program for Global Justice and Women’s
Rights, Yale Law School), Silvia SerranoGuzmán (O’Neill Institute for National
and Global Health Law, Georgetown
University), Melissa Upreti (U.N. Working
Group on Discrimination Against Women
and Girls, Special Procedures, Human
Rights Council), Rebeca Ramos (Grupo
de Información en Reproducción Elegida
(GIRE) (Mexico)), María Belén Saavedra
(The O’Neill Institute for National and
Global Health Law at Georgetown
University (Chile)), and Alicia Ely Yamin
(Petrie-Flom Center for Health Law
Policy, Biotechnology and Bioethics at
Harvard Law School and Harvard TH
Chan School of Public Health
(Argentina)). All three videos are available on the IG page.

Reproductive Rights in the Americas: Diverging
Trajectories?
Also, on October 5, 2022, after the WILIG
Scholarship Committee reviewed many
excellent submissions on an array of topics pertaining to women and girls, including women’s rights, feminist approaches,
and gender issues, WILIG announced
three winners of its WILIG Scholarship
prizes for best article, best book, and
Honorable Mention in the book category.
The awards will be presented at the 2023
ASIL Annual Meeting. We hope many of
you will be able to join us to hear more
about these works. ■
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OTHER RECENT EVENTS

The 2022 Midyear Meeting of the American Society of
International Law was held November 10-12, at Bryan Cave
Leighton Paisner LLP (Practitioners’ Forum, November 10) and
the University of Miami School of Law (Research Forum,
November 11-12). The event continues an annual tradition that
began in 2010 in Miami, Florida, as part of then ASIL President
David D. Caron’s efforts to promote international legal scholarship in different regions of the United States. This year’s gathering was the second largest ever after the 2019 New York City
meeting, with over 100 speakers and over 240 registrants.
The Practitioners’ Forum included debates
over UNCITRAL’s Reimaging of Investor-State
Dispute Settlement (with a former member of
the WTO Appellate Body) and The
International Law Commission and the Problem of
“Regional” Jus Cogens (with a former and a
current ILC member). OAS Secretary for
Legal Affairs Jean Michel Arrighi capped the
day with his keynote address, followed by a
Jean Michel Arrighi reception at law firm host Bryan Cave
Leighton Paisner LLP.

Diego García-Sayán

The Research Forum covered an array of cutting-edge topics with impressive speakers
from around the world. Diego García-Sayán,
former Peruvian Foreign Minister, Minister of
Justice, and President of the Inter-American
Court of Human Rights, provided the keynote on The Independence of Judges and Lawyers, a
subject on which he just completed his term
as U.N. Special Rapporteur.

Attendees then gathered for a reception
with Latin American hybrid hors d’oeuvres presented by the
chef at Miami’s new Museum of Graffiti.
Other highlights of the program included announcement that
the fifth annual David D. Caron Prize for the best paper presented at the Research Forum by a current student or recent
graduate will be awarded to Chen Yu of the National University
of Singapore for her paper on “International Adjudication as
Interactional Law-Making.” The Prize will be presented at the
2023 Annual Meeting in March. It also was announced that the
2023 Midyear Meeting will be hosted by the University of
Pittsburgh School of Law.
The Society thanks the University of Miami School of Law and
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP for hosting and making this
year’s meeting a great success.
We also would like to express our thanks to all presenters and
discussants, and to the Midyear Meeting Host Committee,
co-chaired by Kathleen Claussen and Pedro J. Martinez-Fraga;
the Practitioners’ Forum Co-Chairs Simon Batifort, Clara
Brillembourg, and Christina Cerna; and the Research Forum
Co-Chairs Olabisi D. Akinkugbe, Jorge Contesse, and
Sonia Rolland.

Selected Photos from the Midyear Meeting
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Other Recent Events —continued from page 20
Young Arbitrator Debate Series: Mediation Child Protection in Armed Conflict
in ISDS
Armed groups and de facto authorities (AGDAs) are key players in
On July 22, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer and the American
Society of International Law hosted another installment of the
Young Arbitrator Debate Series, co-sponsored by the ASIL
Howard M. Holtzmann Research Center for the Study of
International Arbitration and Conciliation. Eva Y. Chan (Skadden
LLP) debated Juliana De Valdenebro Garrido (Hogan Lovells
LLP) on the topic, “This House believes that mediation is an
effective tool for resolving investor-State disputes arising under
contracts and investment treaties which should be actively pursued by disputing parties.” Santiago Gatica (Freshfields) moderated, and Frauke Nitschke (ICSID) delivered closing remarks.

New York Times, Law of War, and
Congressional Intervention in U.S.
Military Operations
This November 7 virtual event focused on controversy sparked
by recent high-profile media coverage of U.S. military combat
operations abroad, which has ignited a movement among civil
society and a coalition of legislators to justify increasingly assertive efforts by Congress to intervene in U.S. military combat
operations abroad. In a letter addressed to Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin earlier this year, a group of more than 40 lawmakers cited a New York Times series in support of pending legislation
intended to address DoD civilian harm mitigation practices. This
webinar examined ways in which high-profile media coverage of
military combat operations shapes public opinion and supports
narratives demanding increasingly assertive congressional interventions intended to address persistent and systemic flaws
seemingly exposed in media reporting. Video of the event is
available at asil.org/eventvideos.

the current humanitarian landscape of armed conflicts around
the globe with around 150 million people living under their control or influence. Children face particular vulnerabilities in these
circumstances, as one in six live less than 30 miles from active
combat zones. Despite the existence of a comprehensive international legal framework protecting children in armed conflict,
ensuring its respect by AGDAs still remains an important challenge. Geneva Call, the American Society of International Law,
the American University Washington College of Law, and Foley
Hoag organized this November 8 panel discussion held in
Washington, D.C. and online. This expert conversation discussed
efforts to persuade AGDAs to respect and protect children in hostilities. Video of the event is available at asil.org/eventvideos.

Book Launch: Is the International Legal
Order Unraveling?
On November 14, the American Branch of the International Law
Association (ABILA) and the American Society of International
Law held an insightful discussion on the current state of the
international legal order. The book Is the International Legal Order
Unraveling?, an edited volume with 17 contributing authors, was
recently published by Oxford University Press. The book grew
from a study group convened by the ABILA that examined
threats to the international legal order. David Sloss (Santa Clara
University) chaired the study group and edited the book. He
also moderated. Speakers were James T. Gathii (Loyola
University Chicago School of Law), Tom Ginsburg (University of
Chicago and the American Bar Foundation), Jaya Ramji-Nogales
(Temple University’s Beasley School of Law), and Leila N. Sadat
(Washington University School of Law). Video of the event is
available at asil.org/eventvideos.
For news of other recent events, see the Interest Group
Spotlight on page 16. ■
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ANNUAL MEETING
Members of the 2023 Annual Meeting Committee met virtually
on August 26 to review more than 110 program proposals submitted on the 2023 conference theme, “The Reach and Limits of
International Law to Solve Today’s Challenges.” The Committee,
co-chaired by Jennifer Permesly (Skadden LLP), Priya Pillai (Asia
Justice Coalition), and Sergio Puig (University of Arizona College
of Law) is now working to finalize the program, which will be
announced later this year. The 117th Annual Meeting will take
place March 29-31, 2023, in Washington, D.C. For the latest information on the conference, visit asil.org/am.

2023 Annual Meeting Committee Members
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kingsley Abbott, International Commission of Jurists
Aziza Ahmed, Boston University School of Law
José Manuel Álvarez Zarate, Universidad del Externado de Colombia
Greg Bell, Charles River Associates
Scott Boisvert, Skadden LLP
Perpétua B. Chéry, Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Alejandro Chehtman, Universidad Torcuato di Tella
Pem Chodden Tshering, Sidley Austin LLP
Tim Dickinson, Paul Hastings LLP
Jenny Domino, The Oversight Board
Katherine Gallagher, Centre for Constitutional Rights
Hannah Garry, USC Gould School of Law
Anna Gelpern, Georgetown University Law Center
Roojin Habibi, Global Strategy Lab, York University
Benton Heath, Temple University School of Law
Belén Ibañez, Curtis, Mallet-Prevost, Colt & Mosle LLP
Justin Jacinto, Curtis, Mallet-Prevost, Colt & Mosle LLP
Afia Kwakwa, Skadden LLP
Massimo Lando, City University of Hong Kong
Gail Lythgoe, University of Manchester International Law Centre
Margherita Melillo, O’Neill Institute, Georgetown University
Nicola Peart, Three Crowns LLP
Alex Phelan, Georgetown University Law Center
Jason Rotstein, Independent
Lidia Rezende, Chaffetz Lindsey LLP
Yuval Shany, Hebrew University Faculty of Law
Julian Sherman, Three Crowns LLP
Alejandra Vicente, REDRESS
Beatrice Walton, Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Jason Yackee, University of Wisconsin School of Law
Laura Zielinski, Holland & Knight LLP
2022 Annual Meeting
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MEMBER NEWS

IN MEMORIAM

Laurence Boisson de
Chazournes,
Professor of
International Law and
International
Organizations at
Université de Genève
Faculty of Law and
Director of the LLM
in International Dispute Settlement
(MIDS) has been appointed by the College
de France to occupy a Chair dedicated to
Sustainability and International Law for
the academic year 2022-2023. She is a
Counsellor of ASIL.

Karen Knop, a leading scholar of international law and a
beloved ASIL member, died on
September 26, 2022.
She was an Associate
Professor of Law at
the University of
Toronto. From 2007 to 2012 she was editor of the University of Toronto Law Journal
and from 2016 to 2018 associate dean for
research. She taught public and private
international law, foreign relations law
and citizenship law. Her book Diversity and
Self-Determination in International Law was
awarded a Certificate of Merit by ASIL.
Knop chaired the AJIL Unbound Editorial
Committee, serving as Supervising Editor
from 2014 - 2017 and spearheaded the
AJIL Bookmarked video series with Fleur
Johns and Adrien Wing from 2021 - 2022.
She joined the Society in 1999.

The U.S. National
Group to the
Permanent Court of
Arbitration has
announced that it
intends to nominate
Sarah Cleveland for
election to the
International Court of
Justice in 2023. Ms. Cleveland is a leading scholar and practitioner of international law who previously served on the
U.N. Human Rights Committee, the
European Commission for Democracy
through Law, and as counselor on international law to the U.S. State
Department. She is a former member of
the ASIL Executive Council.
Alison Dundes
Renteln and Cher
Weixia Chen have coauthored the book
International Human
Rights: A Survey (published by Cambridge
University Press). The
book provides an
interdisciplinary overview of international
human rights issues, incorporating
anthropological, legal, political, and sociological perspectives.
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Décès de M.
Gaetano ArangioRuiz studied law at
the University of
Naples and started
his academic career
as Professor of
International Law at
the University of
Camerino followed by the Universities of
Padua, Bologna, and Rome. He represented Italy during many diplomatic conferences and served as a Member of the
Iran-United States Claims Tribunal from
1989 to 2012. His numerous publications
deal with international law’s primary
questions: States, fundamental principles, sources, responsibility, and dispute
settlement, among others. He was a
member of the Society from 2001-2013.
John Washburn, who served in the U.S.
State Department and the Executive
Office of the U.N. Secretary General, died
on July 13, 2022. He was known for his
passion for human rights and his work in
establishing the International Criminal

Court (ICC). Born in Duluth, Minnesota,
he graduated from Harvard Law School
in 1962 and after passing the D.C. Bar
joined the State Department where he
served until 1987. He then joined the
U.N., working to promote the creation of
the ICC. He participated in the 1998
Rome Conference that resulted in the
establishment of the ICC, chairing the
committee that wrote the sections on
crimes against women. John had been a
member of the Society since 2013.

STAFF NEWS
In August 2022, Taylor
Kilpatrick joined the
ASIL staff as program
officer. Prior to joining the Society, Taylor
spent a year in Palau,
working as a law clerk
for the Chief Justice of
the Palau Supreme
Court. There, she worked primarily on
historic land disputes and traditional clan
claims. In May 2021, she graduated from
the George Washington University Law
School in Washington, D.C. with highest
honors. During law school, she worked for
a semester at the U.S. Department of
State, Office of International Claims and
Investment Disputes. She also worked for
two years as a Research Assistant to
Professor Sean D. Murphy. While working
as a Fellow in the International Human
Rights Law Clinic at GW, she specialized
in climate change law and women’s digital rights in Pakistan. She spent summer
2019 at the University of Oxford studying
International Human Rights Law. Prior to
law school, Taylor gained extensive program experience, including at Demos, a
racial equity and voting rights non-profit
in New York, and as a field organizer for
the Hillary Clinton campaign in 2016. In
2015 she graduated from the University of
San Diego with an undergraduate degree
in International Relations and a minor in
Environmental Science.
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PUBLISHER AND LAW FIRM PARTNERS
ASIL offers tailored programs for its institutional colleagues – law firms, academic institutions, and publishers. Our partnerships combine recognition, advertising, participation, promotion, outreach, education, and
association with access to ASIL's worldwide community of international law professionals. For more information, contact partnerships@asil.org or visit asil.org/partners.

Publisher Partners
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Law Firm Partners
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GOLD
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Covington & Burling LLP
Curtis, Mallet-Prevost, Colt & Mosle LLP
Dechert LLP
Steptoe & Johnson LLP
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ACADEMIC PARTNERS
By publishing the award-winning American Journal
of International Law, hosting the world’s preeminent
annual gathering of international law experts, and
conducting programs serving students and faculty
around the world, the American Society of International Law maintains strong partnerships with the
academic community. For more information, contact
partnerships@asil.org or visit asil.org/partners.
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American University Washington College of Law
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law
Boston College Law School
Boston University School of Law
Brooklyn Law School
Case Western Reserve University School of Law
Columbia University School of Law
Cornell Law School
Dalhousie University Schulich School of Law
Duke University School of Law School
Emory University School of Law
The Fletcher School at Tufts University
Florida International University College of Law
Florida State University College of Law
Fordham University School of Law
George Washington University Law School
Georgetown University Law Center
Hamad Bin Khalifa University (HBKU) College of Law
Harvard Law School
Indiana University Maurer School of Law
Indiana University McKinney School of Law
Loyola University Chicago School of Law
Loyola University New Orleans College of Law
New York University School of Law
Northwestern Pritzker School of Law
Notre Dame Law School
Penn State Dickinson Law
Pepperdine Caruso School of Law
St. Louis University School of Law
Santa Clara University School of Law
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Stanford Law School
Syracuse University College of Law
Temple University Beasley School of Law
University of Baltimore School of Law
University at Buffalo School of Law
University of California-Berkeley School of Law
University of California-Davis School of Law
University of California-Hastings College of the Law
University of California-Irvine School of Law
University of California-Los Angeles School of Law
University of Chicago Law School
University of Cincinnati College of Law
University of Colorado Law School
University of Denver Sturm College of Law
University of Geneva Faculty of Law
University of Georgia School of Law
University of Hamburg Faculty of Law
University of Houston Law Center
University of Iowa College of Law
University of Miami School of Law
University of Michigan Law School
University of Ottawa Faculty of Law
University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law
University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School
University of Pittsburgh School of Law
University of Richmond School of Law
University of Southern California Gould School of Law
Vanderbilt University Law School
Washington University in St. Louis School of Law
Yale Law School
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SUPPORTING ASIL
Membership dues alone cannot sustain the Society’s programs and
services. To ensure that it remains strong and relevant, the Society relies on
the generosity of its members and other contributors.
With 80 cents of every dollar donated supporting educational programming
and engagment of the international law community, the Society is one of
the best charitable values around.

HOW TO GIVE
The Society welcomes tax-deductible donations in any amount, and
recognizes gifts or pledges of $500 or more in its annual report. Donations
can be made online or in whatever way is most convenient—through a
monthly donation, a multi-year pledge, a gift from a donor-advised fund, or
a transfer of stock. Donors over age 70 1/2 can make a qualified charitable
distribution directly from an IRA. Finally, the future of the Society can be
secured through the Heritage Circle, its planned giving program. To make a
donation or find out more, please visit asil.org/support.
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