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L. Conference Theme

Amartya Sen’s call for understanding development not only in terms of gross national product but
also “in terms of the substantive freedoms of people” marked an important reframing of the legal
and policy discourse around economic development.! The resulting Millennium Development Goals
focused much academic research in this area towards a more comprehensive understanding of
development, one that would recognize economic growth as intrinsically tied to such areas as:
environmental sustainability; food security; the reduction of extreme poverty, hunger, and child
mortality; access to health; and the promotion of education and gender equality. International
economic institutions like the World Trade Organization, the World Bank, and the International
Monetary Fund have traditionally been at the center of promoting and managing economic growth;
yet, these institutions also face challenges caused by recent financial crises, the need for food
security and high energy demand, while preserving natural resources and the environment.

With the approach of the fifteenth anniversary of the Millennium goals and given these new and
ongoing challenges, it is time to reassess the role that international economic law (IEL) has played
and continues to play in development. How effective is IEL at promoting development, broadly
construed? Under what conditions is it effective? In what ways should IEL norms and institutions
be adjusted to accommodate growing concerns around climate change, energy demand, food
security, and other issues?

IL Proposal Submission & Selection
We encourage IEL scholars, practitioners, and advanced graduate students to submit proposals for

paper presentations or panels. Proposals should be no more than one single-spaced page in length.
For guaranteed consideration, proposals must be received no later than June 30, 2014.

1 Amartya Sen, DEVELOPMENT AS FREEDOM at 33.



Paper proposals should include a working title of the paper and an abstract describing the paper’s
main thesis, methods, and contribution. You should also include a one-page curriculum vitae (CV)
as a separate document.

Panel proposals should be organized around a theme and should include a brief description of the
theme and a list of the proposed participants with their anticipated contributions, indicating
whether the participants have expressed a willingness to participate in the conference should the
proposal be accepted.

Proposals should be submitted to asil.ieclig@gmail.com. Any time-sensitive questions should be
addressed to jyackee@wisc.edu and etrujillo@suffolk.edu. The selection process will consist of
blind review by the IEcLIG leadership and the 2014 IEcLIG Biennial Selection Committee. We
anticipate communicating acceptance decisions by July 18, 2014. Authors of accepted proposals
commit to preparing a draft paper on their proposed topic, and submitting the draft paper to the
conference organizers by no later than November 1, 2014.

ASIL-IEcLIG 2014 Biennial Selection Committee:

Sungjoon Cho, IIT Chicago-Kent College of Law

Greg Shaffer, Minnesota University School of Law

Michael Ewing-Chow, National University of Singapore

Phil Nichols, University of Pennsylvania Wharton School

Jeff Dunhoff, Temple University Beardsley School of Law:
Jurgen Kurtz, University of Melbourne School of Law

Joel Trachtman, Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy
José Alvarez, New York University School of Law

Rob Howse, New York University School of Law

Gabrielle Marceau, World Trade Organization

Alvaro Santos, Georgetown University Law Center

David Gantz, University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law
Holger Hestermeyer, European Court of Justice

Phoenix Cai, University of Denver Sturm College of Law
Annecoos Wiersema, University of Denver Sturm College of Law
Tomer Broude, Hebrew University School of Law

Jason Yackee, University of Wisconsin Law School
Elizabeth Trujillo, Suffolk University Law School

David Zaring, Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania
Sonia Rolland, Northeastern University School of Law
James Gathii, Loyola University (Chicago) School of Law

II1. Possible Topics for Papers and Panels

We have provided an illustrative list of possible paper and panel topics below.

We construe I[EL and development broadly, and we are open to a variety of scholarly approaches.
We welcome proposals adopting historical, empirical, comparative, theoretical, critical, or
normative frameworks. We also encourage submissions that do not necessarily address the
conference theme.



Possible theme-related topics

* Development strategies: domestic policies supporting industrialization/structural
change; the need for policy space

* Managing financial crises and income policies for employment creation

* Reforms for global economic governance in the context of development: e.g.
multilateral, bilateral, regional, plurilateral trade; international monetary and financial
system; management of debt crisis

* Implications of mega-regionals for developing countries.

* The role of political institutions for development

* The role of economic institutions such as WTO, IMF, World Bank, the G-8/G-20;
international standards organizations, for development

* The WTO's new trade facilitation agreement and development

* Role of public/private partnerships in development

* (Climate change and its impact on economic development

* Food security and climate change; sustainable agriculture

* Sustainable development issues such as natural resource extraction and energy

* The interaction of domestic law and politics to development

* Therole of hard and soft law in international economic and sustainable development
reforms

* Role of technology in transformation of agriculture

*  Access to technology for sustainable development

*  Micro-finance and development

* Renewable energy and trade and investment

* Thelabor and development nexus in a global supply chain

* Evaluating trade and development policies: e.g. NAFTA at 20; EU at 20; the WTO at 20;
UNCTAD at 50

* Methodological approaches international economic law and development;

* Interpretive approaches to international economic law and development: theory vs.
practice;

* Therise of BRICs and implications for development

* Therise of Africa and international economic law

* The proliferation of trade and investment agreements and their implications for
development

We also welcome submissions on any other IEL related topic.

We are in the process of exploring publication opportunities for the 2014 conference. The results of
previous biennial IEcLIG conferences have been published as Minnesota Journal of International
Law, Symposium: International Economic Law in a Time of Change: Reassessing Legal Theory,
Doctrine, Methodology and Policy Prescriptions. Volume XX Summer 2011 Number 2; THE POLITICS OF
INTERNATIONAL EcONOMIC LAW, Tomer Broude, Amy Porges and Marc L. Busch eds. Cambridge
University Press 2010; INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC LAW: THE STATE AND FUTURE OF THE DISCIPLINE, Colin
B. Picker, Isabella D. Bunn and Douglas W. Arner eds., Oxford: Hart Publishing, 2008; and TRADE AS
THE GUARANTOR OF PEACE, LIBERTY AND SECURITY? CRITICAL HISTORICAL AND EMPIRICAL PERSPECTIVES,
| Padideh Ala'i, Tomer Broude, & Colin Picker eds., ASIL Press, 2006.



III. Conference Details

The conference will take place at the University of Denver Sturm College of Law located in Denver,
Colorado on November 13-15, 2014. Denver is easily accessible via domestic and international
airlines. The University of Denver is located in a beautiful part of the city, and is just a short car-ride
from the majestic Rocky Mountains. Hotel and other logistical details will be announced later this
summer.

For ASIL Members, the registration fee is expected to be $95 ($135, non-ASIL Members), which will
cover some meals and a reception. Students currently enrolled in a program of higher education
will receive a 50% discount. A reduced rate or a fee waiver may be considered for participants
from developing countries.

Please understand that budget constraints prevent us from providing any travel or other financial
assistance to conference participants.

Jason Yackee & Elizabeth Trujillo, ASIL IEcLIG Co-Chairs
Sonia Rolland & David Zaring, ASIL IEcLIG Co-Vice Chairs




