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MEDIA ADVISORY

ASIL TASK FORCE ISSUES REPORT

ON U.S. POLICY TOWARD THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT

WASHINGTON, DC - The American Society of International Law’s (ASIL)
independent Task Force on U.S. Policy Toward the International Criminal Court (ICC)
will issue its report at a press conference on Friday, March 27, 2009, 10:00-11:00 a.m.,
in the Lisagor Room of the National Press Club, 529 14™ St, NW, Washington, DC.

The Task Force, created this past fall, is chaired by former Legal Advisor to the
State Department and Deputy Secretary of Defense William H. Taft, 1V, and former
U.S. federal appellate and International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia
(ICTY) Judge Patricia M. Wald. Other members of the Task Force are former
Congressman Mickey Edwards, Vanderbilt Law School Professor Michael A. Newton,
former U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, former International Court
of Justice President Stephen M. Schwebel, former Deputy Prosecutor of the ICTY
David Tolbert, and Johns Hopkins School for Advanced International Studies Professor
Ruth Wedgwood. (All members except O’Connor, Schwebel, and Wedgwood will be

present at the press conference.) Copies of the report, which will recommend that
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President Obama announce a policy of positive engagement with the ICC, will be
available at the news conference.

ASIL is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, educational membership organization. It was
founded in 1906, chartered by the U.S. Congress in 1950, and has held Category II
Consultative Status to the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations since
1993. ASIL’s mission is to foster the study of international law and to promote the
establishment and maintenance of international relations on the basis of law and justice.
The Society’s 4,000 members (from nearly 100 countries) comprise attorneys, academics,
corporate counsel, judges, representatives of governments and nongovernmental
organizations, international civil servants, students, and others interested in international
law.

ASIL does not generally take positions on substantive issues, including the ones
addressed by this Task Force on U.S. Policy Toward the International Criminal Court.
The findings and views expressed by the group members are their own and do not
necessarily reflect the views of the Society or its members. The Society’s convening of
the Task Force is funded by grants from the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur

Foundation and the Planethood Foundation. For more information about ASIL, visit

www.asil.org.
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