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The 2007 World Food Law Symposium will provide a venue for the discussion of the role,
importance and impact of food and beverage standards, the increase in private standards and the
relevant international law.
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Public food and beverage standards have been the traditional means for regulating and
harmonizing food quality and safety rules. National and regional regulations continue to play the
major role both legally and economically. The Codex Alimentarius has been a key to
internationalizing safety and quality norms. More recently, the World Trade Organization —
particularly through its SPS and TBT Agreements — has joined the institutions that affect the
international meaning of these safety and quality standards. Environmental agreements also are
playing a role in standard setting for these products. The interplay among these rules and
institutions is not fully understood, especially when examining the food safety and environmental
law intersect.

At the same time, a growing body of private food and beverage standards crafted by businesses and
others in the private sector is having a direct effect on food production, processing and trade,
especially for developing country exporters. The private standards and their procedures (e.g.,
inspections and certifications) have supporters and detractors. The cost of compliance with these
standards has become a major issue. As the private food and beverage standards proliferate,
lawyers and policymakers are trying to understand their relationship to existing rules, including
those of the TBT Agreement.
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